The Greymouth Coalfield of New Zealand

This unique exhibit is a combination of Postal History, Coal Mining Social and Industrial History blended to present a coherent
study of the Greymouth Coalfield covering coal-mining areas with twin focus on the Coal Chain - discovery, development, mining,
transport, decline - and Social Aspect as seen through the postal matters - mail and messages; the impact of industrial activity, mine
disasters, economic change, political involvement; the growing awareness of conservation and historical heritage.

A wide range of materials have been used in the exhibit - postal markings, postal history items, picture postcards, postal stationery
cards, appropriate scans of maps and documents, telegram, invoices and receipts, newspaper cuttings, advertisements and
photographs along with supporting research. Important items are highlighted.

The coalfield was discovered by Thomas Brunner in 1848 and wotked systematically from 1864. Mining commenced in the Brunnerton area and
extended as significant finds were made in the Brunner and Paparoa seams. The coal is sub-bituminous and was used extensively by railways and
for coal gas production and metallurgical coke. The Greymouth field is patt of the Western Geological Region of New Zealand

Production from over 130 underground mines is over 43,000,000 tons but at the cost, to 2010, of 436 lives
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Greymouth Coalfield Time Line

Constructing a timeline around the development of the Greymouth Coal industry is very challenging, especially in the early years in the Brunner, Blackball and Coal Creek
areas because of the changing entities involved. The process required application for coal leases, the proving of coal resource, company formation, development then
mining. Because there was significant capital required, there were company failures, merges and takeovers. Once the State Coal Mines Act was passed, it enabled State
Coal Mines to initially develop new mines but then started a nationalisation programme eventually controlling all major mines. But it did not last, all being closed by 2012

Significant Events Years

Brunner Discovery of coal seam on bank of Grey River 1848 1845
1850

Brunner Seam 'rediscovered' 1857 1855
30 tons mined and shipped in "Jane” 1860
Brunner seam mining 50 tons a day 1865
Coal barges used to ship coal to Port 1870
Brunner Coal Mining Company formed; Wallsend, Tyneside, Coal Pit Heath shafts sunk: Brunner-Greymouth Railway 1875
opened 1876; Suspension Bridge opened 1877
Blackball Coal Leases 1885 1880
Brunner Mines Output 1888 190,000 tons 31% of NZ total; Blackball Coal Mining Co 1886; Midland Railway Co obtained 1885
leases 1886; Coal Recession 1888-1891; East and West Coast and Nelson Railway Act 1886
Tyneside Wallsend closed 1888-89; Maritime Strike; Blackball Coal via Aerial 1893; Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway & 1890
Coal Company formed 1893
Heath Coal Pit Closed 1893; Blackball Leases bought - now freehold; Brunner Mine Disaster 26 March 1896 1895
State Coal Mines Act 1901; Tyneside reopened 1902; Paparoa Coal Company formed 1902; Greymouth Point Elizabeth 1900

Railway & Coal Co [Mine railway & bridge] bought by State 1902; Railway to Dunollie 1904; First Coal from Point
Elizabeth Colliery 1904

Brunner Mine Closed 1906; Blackball Miners Strike 27/2-12/5/1908; Tyneside mine flooded closed 1908; Paparoa Coal 1905
to Port 1909; Liverpool State #1 opened 1909
Blackball Railway opened 1910; Rewanui Incline railway completed 1910; Great Strike October 1913 - January 1914; 1910
World War One 1914-1918
State Colliery payroll robbery & murder November 9. 1917; Liverpool State #2 opened 1919 1915
Point Elizabeth Colliery closed 1920; James State Mine opened 1920; Otira Tunnel opened 1923 1920
Railway to Rapahoe opened 1925; Dobson re-opened 1925; Dobson Mine Disaster December 3, 1926; Wallsend re- 1925
opened 1928;
Depression 1928-1933; Blackball Tribute Mining Dispute 1931 1930
James State Mine closed 1938; Strongman State opened 1939 1935
WW2 1939-1945; Blackball State Colliery 1939 1940
Nationalised Dobson State & Wallsend State Mines 1943; Paparoa Mine sold to State 1947 1945
All major mines now owned and operated by State Coal Mines; Waterfront Dispute 1951 1950
1955
Liverpool State #3 opened 1960 1960
Dobson State mine closed; Strongman Mine Disaster January 19, 1967 1965
1970
1975
Pike River Coal Co formed 1982; Liverpool State #3 mine closed 1984 1980
Coalcorp Established as SOE from State Coal Mines1987; Post Offices Closed after NZ Post established 1988 1985
1990
Coalcorp restructured and became Solid Energy 1997 1995
Strongman State Mine closed 2003 2000
Spring Creek State opened 2007, 2005
Pike River Mine Disaster November 19, 2010; Spring Creek State closed 2012 2010

Solid Energy Liquidated 2018 2015




Brunner Coal - Discovery and Development

Thomas Brunner is credited with the discovery of the Brunner Seam in January 1848. His diary records: "About a mile above Motutapu [an island in the Grey River] is
a seam of coal, apparently of very fine quality ... the coal is vety hard and brittle, burns freely, and is free from smell. The seam is some feet deep and level
with the river's edge, but at least 100 feet below the surface of the earth."”

Brunner prepared a report on his journeys and discoveries which was printed in the Royal Geographical Society journal in 1851

Centennial commemorative covets - upper one with date "28"
corrected to "25th" Januaty and cancelled Brunnerton 24 JA 48

@Gommemorating the Tentennial of Brunner’s Biscobery
of the Brinmer Goalficlds, 28th Panuary, 1848.

Lower cover cancelled Brunnerton 28 Jan 48

The actual date of discover was 25th January 1848

AN

@Commemaorating the Centennial of Brunner’s Biscofery
of the Brunner oalficlds, 28th Juanuary, 1848.
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Medal of the Royal Geographical Sociel

— Gover by James Stapleton

Brunner was the first European
to see Moana which he named
"Lake Brunner"

Post Office opened as Lake
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— Gover by James Stapleton — 7 < A . .

In 1857 the Oakes brothers, in the small vessel "Emerald Isle " which was the first vessel to cross the Greymouth bar, went up the Grey River in the ship's boat and
'rediscovered' the Brunner seam - it is reported that they dug a few bags for use in the ship's galley - they were more interested in gold than coal.

In 1860, the Nelson Provincial Government commissioned Julius Haast and James Burnett to a survey on the west coast with specific attention to the coal resoutces of the
Brunner Gotge.

In late 1861, the Nelson Provincial Government arranged with Matthew Batty to organise a shipment of Brunner coal. His party mined about 30 tons which was carried
downriver in Maoti canoes and delivered to Nelson in the ketch "Jane”

In February 1862, the Nelson Provincial Government sent a party to view the coal seam and find a site for a coal port. This included James Burnett, John Rochfort and
Thomas Brunner.

In July 1864, a party of gold-miners from Nelson were joining the Gold Rush and Batty offered to open the Brunner seam on behalf of the Provincial Government. They
went on the steamer "Nelson" and a month later the craft was steaming back using Brunner coal with 25 tons in the hold. Batty had obtained a legal right to mine.



Duting 1865, with the influx of god miners in the thousands, Batty and his men soon had a drive into the seam and barge to carry the coal down to a small wharf for
steamers at Coal Creek a short distance above the developing settlement of Grey River - Greymouth. Producing about 40 tons of coal a day.

The Nelson Government, in 1866, granted a 21-year lease to a Victorian syndicate planning large scale mining, a railway to a port with cranes for loading ships - the
Nelson Coalmining Company. Production was never more than 250 tons a week, but was no railway or port only more barges and. The Nelson Government cancelled
the lease and worked the mine until 1874 when it was sold to a Melbourne firm and then to the Kennedy brothers who set up the Brunner Coal Mining Company.

The Provincial Government in nelson realised that transport infrastructure was important to increase the coal output from the Brunner fields. Recognising the work of
James Burnett who had recommended that a railway and a good port was required, they commissioned a detailed report. The contract was let in May 1873.

James Hector, Director of the New Zealand Geological Society was involved in further surveys of the area and it was he who named it ""Coal Gorge" in his report dated
April 7th 1873 on the Coal Reserves on the South Side of Coal Gorge River Grey. The plan was included in Mines Report for 1874.
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James Hector also prepared a Sketch map of Coal Reserves Grey District dated 5 May 1873. This showed the proposed route of the Railway Line and the Brunner
Coal Mine. This accompanied the Report of the Minister of Mines to Parliament in 1874.
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The proposal for the Greymouth to Brunnerton Railway was complicated as the Brunner Mine is on the North bank of the Grey River and in Nelson Province while the propose
railway route is on the South bank which is in Canterbury Province. There was some obstruction and delays from the Nelson Provincial Government over the suggested fee of 2

shillings a ton of coal transported.
The contract was eventually let and that of F W Hungerford of Hokitika was accepted at £22,855 /9/1d. The first sod was turned by Mr Harrison the local member of
Parliament on June 11, 1873 with 300 people present after a parade to the site - the day was declared a public holiday by the Mayor of Greymouth.

The official opening of the Railway to Wallsend was April 7, 1876 and was celebrated by a public holiday and special train and the delivery of the first truck of coal.




"The Pictorial World" of London, issue of September 16th 1876 celebrated the opening of the Greymouth and Brunnerton Railway on April 7, 1876

KAILWAY ENTERPRISE IN NEW ZEALAND: HOISTING THE FIRST TRUCK OF COAL ON THE GREYMOUTH AND BRUNNERTON KAIL\WWAY.

-

‘I'he subsequent proceedings consisted
of explorations by the visttors of the
Brunner Coal-mine, and an inspection of
the works .of the Greymounth Coal Com-
pany. ‘The return 'train brought down
the firat truck of coal conveyed along the
railway. It was laden with coal, taken
from the old shaft of the Greymouth
Coal Company, and decorated with ever-
greens and & banner with the Company’s
device. On arrival at Greymouth, an at-
tempt was miade to follow out the.pro- .
gramme by hoisting the truck by the
steam - crane and lowering the coal into
the schooner T. B, Taylor, but, owing to
some defect in the lowering machinery,
it was not considered advisable to do more
than show that the crane was quite
equal to lifting the waggon, which, with
its contents, weighed about eleven ‘ons,

RAILWAY ENTERPRISE IN NEW ZEALAND.

THE opening of a railway in the mother country is always an
event to be observed with much ceremony—how much more so
in a country where man has to struggle with the wildness of
Nature and to force her, as it were, to yield to the clains of civili-
zation, Such an event as the opening of a new line has there-
fore much interest, not only to the parties concerned, but also
to us on this side the globe. And therefore we present our
readers with an engraving of the scene of the hoisting the first
truck of coals on the Greymouth and Brunnerton Railway—
which we are enabled to do through the kindness of theeditor
of the Australasian Sketcker, who has also supplied us with the
following particulars:—The Greymouth and Brunnerton Railway
was formally opened on April 7th, by the Hon. Jas. Bonar, super-
intendent of the province of Westland. The line traverses seven
miles of the Grey Valley, through beautiful scenery, to Brunner-
ton, where the coal mines are situated. At present the line ends
at Brunnerton, but there is a probability of its being extended to
the East Coast and connecting the province of Canterbury with
the West Coast. On the occasien of the opening of the railway
Greymouth gave itself up to enjoyment. A procession of friendly
societics and school childrem opened the day, a luncheon fol-
lowed, and a ball closed theday.  We may here mention (hat
the sketch of the Fenians escaping from Freemantle was also
furnished throughthe Awstralasian Sketcher,

The Grey River Argus recorded the event

It is reported in "West Coasters 1860-2010" that

the bottom of the truck was taken out and the coal

dropped into the hatch. The J B Taylor was later

loaded with coal brought down by barge and sailed
for Wanganui.

The newspaper states the coal came from the
"Old shaft of the Greymouth Coal Company"
The first Brunner suspension bridge was not wide
enough to accommodate railway wagons from the

Brunner Mine so it may have been via barge.

But another source states ""The coal was from
the Tyneside Mine" and loaded at Wallsend.

This being done, the company dispersed




Brunner Suspension Bridge

The suspension bridge over the Grey River to the Brunner Mine was
considered part of the railway. It was first proposed in 1871[pre-railway].

The contract was let in September 1874 but the construction met a problem
when it partially collapsed July 7, 1876 [after the railway was opened and the
visitors had inspected the mine]. The bridge was restored and widened
sufficiently to take a railway wagon.

The first hotse drawn coal truck went across April, 11, 1877 and was
from the Coal Pit Heath Mine.

In 1885 on average 73 wagons per day went across the Bridge, in 1892 the
average was 95 wagons each with 6-7 tons of coal - 450-620 tons a day 6
days a week - potentially 140,000 - 180,000 tons a year.

The output from the Coal Pit Heath and Brunner mines [on the north bank
of the Grey River] in 1885 was 137,279 tons and in 1892 it was 178,224
tons. At maximum capacity! With the closure of the St Kilda Mine in 1921,
coal wagon transport over the bridge ceased.

Brunner New Zealand.

"Brunner New Zealand" undivided
back postcard - no details used
Spreydon 28 NO 04 via Christchurch
and Auckland to Halifax, Canada.

View down Grey River showing
Suspension Bridge with one loaded
wagon and its reflection with Brunner

coke ovens in foreground

Tourist Department 1903
Photograph of Brunner Mine with
Suspension Bridge [no wagons seen|
and Brunner Mine bins and screens
across the Grey River with loaded "Q"
Class wagons at railway marshalling
yard in foreground.



Developments 1874-1893

In anticipation of the completion of the Greymouth-Brunner Railway and the Brunner Suspension Bridge, 4 shafts were sunk on the Wallsend and Coal Pit Heath coal
leases to the Brunner seam. The Wallsend No. 1 shaft, tenamed Tyneside, opposite the Brunner mine entrance was sunk in 1874 and reached coal at 89 feet. Wallsend
No. 2 to the west reached coal at 635 feet. The main Coal Pit Heath shaft sunk 1875-6 was 365 feet deep. These three shaft mines and the Brunner Mine, 1874-92,
produced over 1,400,000 tons of high quality sub-bituminous coal with a peak in 1888 of 190,000 tons representing over 31% of New Zealand Coal Production.

1
-; l —PLAN OF THE —

—Coar _Prr HEATH MINE i — GREY VaLiEY Coar € MINES.—

—COMPILED FROM e
—— SURVEYS SUPPLIED BY MEBISHOP.—

e MIINE MARECER (et b‘»‘,&v_cﬁ«f.’-
R i 3

— BrownER Mine —
e AREN (280 BCRES . AREA WORKLD BSACRLS . -

o,

WY, -
""""""" e N /

/

Reduced scan of the Grey Valley Coal Company Mihes ¢ 1890 from Mines Report 1891
It shows the Brunner workings beyond the Fault and the extended haulage to the Screens and Bins
The Coal Pit heath, Wallsend and Tyneside underground workings.

Ancillary Industries

Coke ovens were established to meet demand - eventually the
Brunner mine had 24 'beehive' coke ovens.

Fire Clay deposits were located beneath the coal seams and many
fireclay products were produced and exported.

A brick works was established and were used at the mines for
chimney construction and railed to Greymouth for local
construction.

The "Coal Gorge" was the first Industrialised area in new Zealand
- it only lacked iron ore impotts to become the "Britain of the
South" as some promotets had hoped.

Photo reproduction ¢ 1890 [Histotic-House Greymouth] shows
the Coke ovens, piles of fire clay, limestone [from ballast] for
burnt lime and the iconic square brick chimney




1889 Coal Recession

In early 1889, the demand for Brunner coal was so low that trains for Greymouth were travelling without any trucks. The Tyneside Mine did not reopen after the
Christmas/New Year holiday break. In April there was talk of Wallsend closing and wotk was reduced to one shift. Miner numbets wete reduced especially at Brunner
and production was reduced to about half the usual. The reduced coal demand continued into 1890-1891 before there was a recovery but industrial activity was to have an
important long-term impact.

1890 Grey Valley Coal Mine Strikes

On March 10, 1890, the Amalgamated Miners and labourers Association, which was 2 member of the Maritime Council, negotiated a "District Rate" for the Grey Valley
hewers at a higher rate that was being paid to the Buller coalfield workers. On July 7, 1890 the Mine Owners demanded a 20% reduction in this rate. On July 19, 1890, a
six-week lock-out commenced at the Brunner Mines [Brunner, Coal Pit Heath, Wallsend]. Work resumed August 31, 1890 at the lower rate on the condition that the

colliers of the Union Steamship Company [USSCo] were not supplied with coal. This Company was involved in a dispute with wharf workers as well as coal mines in
Australia - the Great Coal Strike or Maritime Strike. The USSCo was part owner of Grey Valley mines.

On September 3, 1890, the USSCo S.S. Brunnerwas supplied with coal in breach of the agreement and the Brunner miners went on strike and stopped work. The mine
owners brought in 'free labout' unskilled workers to work the mines. On November 3, 1890, the striking mires capitulated and the mines reopened. The Union was
crushed.

Brunnerton "A" Class datestamps used around the

time of the Coal Strikes
"S.S. Brunner" collier built for the Brunner Coalmining Company then owned it S o
by the Grey Valley Coal Company and in 1888 by the Union Steamship =
Company. It was sold in 1905 and was wrecked in the Gilbert Islands in 1915 R _ o
[Photo from Wrecksite.ef e o S A,

Tyneside Mine [1876-1889]

A shaft and underground mine on the south bank of the Grey River close to the suspension bridge. This was on the Wallsend lease and developed by the Greymouth
Coalmining Company. It was sold to the Westport Coal Company in 1882 and later became part of the Grey Valley Coal Company - a virtual monopoly combination of
the Union Steamship Company and the Westport Coal Company. Peak production was in 1888 employing 30 men and produced 9,000 tons. Production declined in
1888 and the mine closed in 1889. It was reopened 1902-1908. Total production 312,000 tons. The 14m chimney, made of Brunner Bricks, has been restored.

Coal Pit Heath Mine. [1867-1893]
Situated adjacent to the Brunner mine on the north side of the Grey River, this shaft mine was part of the Grey Valley Mines and the workings extended under the

township of Taylorville and its northern section called Heathdale. It was closed in 1893 because of flooding. All coal was sent down a tramway 200 m to the Brunner site
and across the Suspension Bridge. Peak production was in 1888 with 45,000 tons of sub-bituminous coal employing 116 men. It produced 577,193 tons



Wallsend Mine [1876-1890]

Situated on the south bank of the Grey River opposite Taylotville and adjacent to the pedestrian swing bridge, the Wallsend Mine was very distinctive in that it had 2
poppet heads. The 1889 recession affected the mine with miners laid off, reduced hours and production reduced. The Mines Department had been demanding repairs to
the shaft and the fitting of safety cages. These were potentially very costly and when the mine was closed during the Maritime Strike in 1890 the Company felt it was

convenient to leave the mine idle. The production was 205,000 tons with a peak in 1887 of 53,000 tons employing 147 men. The mine rapidly filled with water and gas
and equipment used elsewhere. It was later reopened 1925-1960.

The handbook WALLSEND SHAFT, GREY
of RIVER
NEW ZEALAND MINES From a photograph by J Ring
[with maps and illustrations] "HANDBOOK
Government Printer 1887 * Survey Dept Litho 1887

o

NEW ZEALAND MINES

Sunvey BeeT Livwo.1887.




Brunner Mine [1864-1906]

This mine was developed in 1864 by Matthew Batty and party. The lease was then given to the Nelson Coalmining Company in 1866 but they failed in their contractual
obligations and the Nelson Provisional Government took back control and ran the mine until it was sold [twice] eventually to the Brunner Coalmining Company in 1874.
In 1879 Martin Kennedy [a director] became the sole owner. He was forced into amalgamation so that by 1888 the Grey Valley Coal Company had total control with the
shareholding of 75% between the Union Steamship Company and the Westport Coal Company. In 1895 ownership passed to the Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal
Company. When State Coal Mines purchased the assets of the Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company after the 1901 Act, the Brunner mine was not included. The
"Brunner" trademark was purchased from that Company in 1911 by the owners of the St Kilda mine [1907-1921] - Tyneside Propriety Ltd.

Total production was 2,167,231 tons of sub-bituminous coal with a peak in 1900 of 125,000 tons with 243 men employed. The Brunner mine closed in 1906. The
Coolgardie [Upper Brunner] Mine [1894-1906] and the St Kilda Mines were extensions on the Brunner seam into higher ground above the river.

"Brunner New Zealand" undivided back, no details. View downriver with
the suspension bridge, square chimney, coke ovens, brick works to the
Screens and bins - Coal Pit Heath screens & bins in centre at Taylorville

. Brunner New Zealand.

Novelty Postcard with 6 potential postcards inside - one is
Brunnerton Coal Mines - this contains the Castle Hill card
All mailed Dunedin 12 DE 10 local address.
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. 4341. Mine, Bfidge & Taylorville; Brunnerton, West Coast. N. Z. Muir & Moodie, . [alg

Seventeen years ago to-day (2lst) the
Salvation Army corps at Brunnerton was
opened by Captain and Mrs Condon (now
in Japan). Like everything else, many
changes have taken place during the in-
tervening years, but it is pleasing to learn
ihat not only has the corps held its own,
but some striking advances have been
made.  Quite a number of leading officers
to-day look back with pleasant memories
on their “soldier” days in Brunnerton,
Brunnerton amongst whom are Staff-Captain Moore

4] A 06 {Superintendent of the Maori Work), and

also  Adjutants- Alex. Armstrong and
Bloomfield. A fine barracks was erected
last year in Taylorville. Captain Edwin
L. Wain is the present officer in charge.

------

e g

Greymouth Evening Standard 21 Aug 1907

"Mine, Bridge & Taylorville; Brunnerton, West Coast. N.Z." Muir & Moodie from their Copyright Seties of Views. Mailed Brunnerton "A" Class 4 JA 06 to
Timaru from Captain Edwin L Wain of the Salvation Army Brunnerton
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Souvenir from Christchutch Exhibition. Photos by NZ Tourist Dept
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Mailed Runanga "F" Class 11 JA 07 addressed c/-
"Mz J Coulthard, Mine Manager Brunnerton"

Papers Past for Grey River Argus and Greymouth Evening Standard reveal. John Coulthard passed his Mines Certificate First Class under the Coal Mines Act
1901 in May 1897 and began work in the Brunnerton Mine as deputy manager then in 1901 as Underground Mine Manager. In October 1907 he accepted the
managet's role at the No 1 section of the State Coal Mine at Dunollie. He was very active in the community - Taylotville school committee, Brunner Literary
Society, Brunner brass band, Grey Valley Mines Medical Association, Druids Lodge, Brunner Disaster Relief Fund, Acclimatisation society, Poultry association,
tennis and cricket clubs etc. The Brunner community had a well-attended farewell in October 1907 at the Bucks Head Hotel in Taylorville.

The addressee "Miss A Coulthard" his daughter was the organist at Runanga St Thomas Church in 1909. Her uncle, Mrs Coulthard's brother, John Watchman
was one of those killed in the Brunner Disaster of 1896.



Mining 1924 - 1968

Dobson Mine [1925 - 1968]

In 1901, the Greymouth Harbour Board was concerned that the Brunner mine was nearing the end of its life, sunk 2 boreholes at Dobson. The first, No 1 Bore on the
northern edge of the settlement, went to 584 feet. The second, No.2 Bore, near the tramway from the sawmill went to 1140 feet. While both showed seams of coal,

none were considered thick enough for commercial exploitation. The cost is recorded as £943.

Until 1919, Dobson was just a saw-milling settlement and a dormitory town for the Brunner coalfield. Then the Dobson Coal Company was formed and put an 830-
foot drive near the Bore Hole No.1 but found only an 18 inch seam even though the last few feet were more promising. The company was foreclosed by the
Government.

In 1924 the Grey Valley Collieries Ltd put in a new drive and on March 3, 1925 struck a seam that was 15 feet thick and of excellent quality. Both the Mine manager
and the Mines Department inspectors were aware that the mine had a significant amount of 'fire damp' - coal gas - extra precautions were in place.

The peak production was 1930 with 117,386 tons and 261 men underground and 50 on the surface. The mine was nationalised in 1943. Total production just over

3,00,000 tons. Closed September 1968.

No 1 Bore 584"

No 2 Bore 1140’

Sawmill

"Huts above Dobson" - no details

Wallsend Mine 1928 - 1960

This was reopened by the Brunner Collieries Company formed in
1925, the mine was de-watered and plant upgraded with production
starting in 1928. Peak production was 1930 with 63,000 tons and

161 men employed.

The mine was nationalised in 1943 and closed in 1960. Total
production was 1,578,000 tons.

Ilustration from "Grey District Coal Mining in Photographs" by
History-House, Greymouth 2004




Brunner Disaster 26 March 1896

New Zealand's worst coal mining disaster occurred about 9.30am on March 26, 1896 with a serious explosion in the Brunner Mine. There was no chance of any rescue.
The bodies, many of which suffered severe multination, were removed over three days. In today 65 men and boys were killed and this represented just under half of the
Brunner underground work force. They were working in the "Dip" section. There was no damage to the surface plant or facilities. The mine reopened April, 16, 1896

6 of the victims were buried at the Grey cemetery, 58 were buried at Stillwater, with 33 in a large grave. The funeral cortege numbered over 6000 and was the largest
funeral in New Zealand at that time. A disaster fund was established and reached £33,105/17/5d - disbutsements stated November 26, 1896 affecting 37 widows and
over 150 children. It was administered by the Public Trust.

The Inquiry into the Disaster concluded that 65 men died when a "blown-out” shot, in an area of the mine that was not supposed to be being mined, ignited coal gas
causing fire and an explosion” The inquiry was not without controversy as the jury, which was supposed to include miners, did not. Some families took litigation later.
The Royal Commission examined all aspects of the Disaster and the Report was published with a number of recommendations being made to increase mine safety and

promote mine rescue skills.
' Brunnerton

6 AP 96
[Mine closed]

GREYMOUTH, March 27, 1896

an appalling ca'astrophe, the greatest mining

calamity that has ever occurred in New Zea-
land. It is not possible as yet to speak with exactness
of the loss of life, but it is feared it will amount to
60. [Subsequent checking disclosed a death roll
of 67.] ‘

At half-past nine residents were alarmed by an
explosion at the pit's mouth resembling a huge
cannonade. Immediately afterwards steam and smoke
were seen shooting from the pit and their worst
fears were at-once roused. -

THE Brunner coal pit was today the scene of

It soon transpired that there were 60 men
entombed in this living grave and the panic was
general. The work of rescuing-was proceeded with
apace. There was no lack of willing hands to attempt
to do all that men dare do.

The scene at the pit’s mouth was most harrow-
ing, the women and children being with difficulty
kept back from rushing into the tunnel. The inten-
sity of their grief and excitement is awesome, and
as each body is brought to the surface the cries of
the relatives are heartrending. i

The Prémievr, Mr Seddon, arrived by special
train from Hokitika tonight. He headed a relief
party and is now down the mine. '

On arrival at Grey the Premier held a' con-
sultation with the mayors of Brunner, Hokitika and
Greymouth and it was decided to open a relief fund.

About 50 of the dead men were married, with 200
depending on them who are wholly unprovided for.

Bringing out the dead.



John Joseph Parsons - Aged 22 1874 - 26 March 1896

Memorial card for John Joseph Parsons. Constructed of light card with photograph attached. Memorial cards in 1896 could include photographs but in most cases did
not. Illustrated in Disaster at Brunner'

John was the nephew of Martin Kennedy a long-time former owner and manager of the Brunner Mine. His was the third body to me removed from the mine on the 26th
and it was noted that he was badly burned. He was in charge of the dynamo near the pit entrance. New Zealand Disasters” has:

"Still at his post, his body badly burned, they found the corpse of the man who had called for help. When the explosion had occurred, the telephone bell
from the pit gave three rings at the surface: the danger signal. The man at the dynamo had flashed this signal, then been killed by the second blast."

He was buried in the Grey cemetery as his parents lived in Greymouth. His mother Mary Parsons, was one of only two individuals to accept a £50 lump sum for the loss
of her son - the other was Thomas Franklin [see below]. When the Disaster Relief was in place, almost all accepted weekly compensation that was intended for one year.
In fact the weekly payments continued for many years and in 1907 Mary Parsons was involved, through her lawyer, in seeking additional compensation - she was
unsuccessful.

Francis Frederick Franklin - Aged 16 1880 - 26 March 1896

Fred Franklin was the youngest person killed in the Disaster. He had just
recently started work as a "pony driver" - moving the coal tubs from the
hewers up to the mine mouth.

He was one of 10 children of Thomas & Ada Franklin and is seen in a
family photograph ¢ 1892-93 in "Disaster at Brunner" P 186.

The author on P 97 states:

"Fred Franklin was tired and ill and should have stayed home."
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J. Ring, Photogmpher
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L’ﬁ Postcard "The Brunnerton Coal Mmeé N.Z. "J Ring Photographer

Mailed Brunnerton 5 FE 07 message headed " Brunner" in part:
"Just here for a two hours with Mr Thos Franklyn"
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! Disaster at Brdnsier, Brisn Wood, 1996, Pigs 224 Fred was buried without a headstone at the Stillwater cemetery

* New Zealand Disasters, Brunner Mine Diaster page 86



Commemoration of Brunner Disaster

Of the victims of the Disaster, 6 were buried at Greymouth and 58 in the Stillwater cemetery. A mass grave "Big Grave" 40 feet x 14 feet and 8 feet deep hold the
remains of 33 men. A memorial monument was erected at this site in 1900. "Disaster at Brunnet, The Coalmine Tragedy at Brunnerton NZ 26 March 1896. A
Commemorative History" was punished on the centenary in 1996 by Brian Wood.

-5

Left: reduced scan of "Big Grave"
|J Ring Photo History-House, Greymouth]

Below: "Big Grave'" and Memorial
photograph 2004 with exhibitor at
Brian Wood - author

Right: 2004 photograph exhibit at
Centennial Memorial at Brunner
Historic Site

Stillwater is a settlement 16 km by rail from Greymouth. The station is the junction of the railway lines linking
Westport and Christchurch with Greymouth. It was the terminus for the tramway from the North Brunner

New Zealand




Dobson Mine Disaster - December 3, 1926

At about 3am on December 3, 1926, there was a violent explosion at the Dobson Mine - loud enough to be heard in Greymouth. A few seconds later there was another
explosion and a tongue of flame flashed from the mine portal. 4 men were found in the winch house, one was dead and the others who had fearful injuries also died.
There were 5 men down in the mine and rescuers went in but fund the mine on fire and as the fan had stopped they retreated. They tried to choke the fire by using
stoppings but 12 hours later a 3rd explosion and then a 4th. It was decided that the only way to stop the fites was to flood the mine which took 10 days. It was May 1927
before the mine was de-watered and the five remaining bodies recovered. The 9 men who died atre commemorated on the memorial at Brunnerton Historic Place.

The Royal Commission never established the exact trigger for the disaster but a combination of coal gas and coal dust was considered the basis for the explosions. One
good outcome was the establishment of a Mines Rescue station at Dobson.

Detail from postcard - Roya'ommissionvisit
to Dobson Mine 12 June 1927

Real Photograph Postcard by Ring & Inkster Greymouth.
Ring & Inkster photographers based on the business set up by James Ring
in 1879 taken over in 1925 by Laurie A Inkster

Dobson in named for George Dobson who was a Government
Engineer involved in the exploration of Canterbury and the
West Coast looking for passes that would allow access.

He was murdered by bushrangers May 28th, 1866 when he
was mistaken for a gold buyer.

The bushrangers were the Kelly-Burgess gang [with Levy and
Sullivan]. They were involved in the infamous Maungatapu
Murders in Nelson. Sullivan turned Queen's Evidence

informing on the others who were hanged for those murders in
1866.

The memorial was erected near the site of the Murder by a Mr |
Walton - originally it had 4 concrete steps all round but had TR T S
deteriorated until restored by the Historic places Trust Photo from Historic Places Trust

The Dobson Monument
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Coal Gorge Postal Matters

Wallsend Post Office 1876 - 1883

Startup gives the opening as December 1, 1875 but a repotrt in the Grey River Argus states that the office opened January 1, 1876 in Mr McDonnell's store. There was a
daily mail service Greymouth - Wallsend - 12 Mile onwards from March 1877. The office was closed May 31, 1883 and the locals were upset that the Post Office
authorities were removing the post delivery office to Brunnerton. No manusctipt markings recorded.

Dobson Post Office 1885 - 1889
Startup gives the opening as July 25, 1885 but a report in the Grey River Argus dated July 23, 1885 states that a Post Office was established and a tri-weekly mail via
Reefton coach would statt July 28th. Mt Courtenay Smith was the postmaster. Office closed July 23, 1889. No postal markings known but "A" Class probable.

Heathdale Telephone and Post Office 1904 - 1910

The Grey River Argus July 28, 1904 states that a Telephone Office was opened at Mrs Masters' store in Taylorville and was called Heathdale, the upper area of Taylorville
was known by that name. It could not be called Taylorville as a Post Office of that name was open in the Wanganui district. The name comes from Coal Pit Heath the
mine beneath the settlement. Money Order & Savings Bank facilities were added October 15, 1906 under Mr Webb the telephonist. An "F" Class datestamp was issued
at that time. The office closed March 16, 1910.

Brunnerton Post Office 1868 - 1955

The Post Office was opened July 1, 1868 and closed February 12, 1955 being replaced by Dobson and Taylorville offices. The Grey River Argus in Mail Notices for July
1868 has mails Greymouth - Cobden - Brunnerton - 12 Mile Junction on Tuesdays and Fridays and inwards mails on Wednesdays and Saturdays. There was a protest
reported January 25, 1907 about the Post Office being moved from its own building to the Railway Station.

Dobson Post Office 1955 - 1985
The Dobson Post Office opened February 14, 1955 replacing Brunnerton and closed October 25, 1985. "J" Class datestamp used

Taylorville Post Office 1955 - 1985
The Post Office opened February 11, 1955 and closed October 25, 1985. "J" Class datestamp used
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BRUNNERTON 110‘]6.
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Detail from patt of Map of Greymouth Coalfield 1911
[original in exhibitor's library]
Brunnerton Post Office c 1906 [History-House Greymouth repro photo] Shows the settlements of Brunnerton, Taylorville, Wallsend
and Dobson

Brunnerton, Wallsend, Dobson, Heathdale, Taylorville & Dobson are all in close proximity



Brunnerton Post Office

Brunnerton developed around the Brunner Coal Mine on the North side of the Grey River. It was never a 'company' town as the various mining companies supplied no
housing with the miners and their families preferring to live in huts and cottages in the neighbouring areas of Dobson and Taylotville rather than in "Coal Gorge" itself.

Brunnerton Population Growth 1870-1891
Year 1870 1874 1878 1881 1886 1891
Census 88 148 312 615 1506 2231

The boom year at Brunnerton was 1888, coal production was at its peak with 4761 men employed. In 1896, at the time of the Brunner Disaster, Brunnerton was the
largest coal-mining town in New Zealand

The Brunnerton Post Office opened July 1, 1868, it was closed in February 11, 1955 and replaced by new Post Offices at Dobson and Taylotville. The office used 3
"A" Class datestamps and a "J" Class. The first "A" Class with N-Z and index letter was probably issued in 1874, it was replaced in late 1896

Brunnerton was allocated mail
bag seal "Greymouth 4"

A single example of its use on
postage stamps is known

15 MY 84 6 DE 89
"A" Class N-Z index letter

Envelope endorsed "Brunner 30/7/99" addressed to "Colonial Secretary Wellington" with 2 x 1d second sideface issue cancelled Brunnerton "A"
Class datestamp 31 JY 88 F - transit Greymouth "A" Class 31 JY 88 received Wellington "A" Class 3 AU 88.

The Colonial Secretary was Thomas Hislop [8/10/87 - 10/9/89] under Prime Minister Atkinson. The Colonial Secretary managed the Public Service -
the position was abolished in 1907 and replaced by Minister of Internal Affairs.
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19 AU 98 4 AP 01 6 OC 08 4 FE 16 27 SP 16 8 May 19
"A" Class with index clearance numbers 1 & 2 Copy 'proof' Copy 'proof’

The Post Office archives datestarnp imptession book has 2 Brunnerton "A" Class 27 SP 16 - this appeats to be identical to the datestamp in use from 1896-97 and

probably reflects a repair. The name slug is 17mm in length. The proof of 8 May 1919 has a name slug 19mm in length. Replaced in January 1920

Brunnerton 21 NO 06 index 2 to Hastings
Postcard "Square Palmerston North N 422"

Brunnerton 10 MR 06 index 2 to Hastings
Postcard of "Miss Mabel Love" by W & D Bowney No 47"
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Bruhiner residents will ‘regret tu
learn of the death from iafivenza of
Roy Roberts, second son of Alr Jas.
Roberts, of Brunner, "which oeeurred .
at Weltington. He was only 18 years: .
of age and huad taken o )eudmg'v purk
in-the Boy Neout movemant. he way -
formerly in the service of the Postn!=
Departmeint andlatter.y of the Wei-
lington Lramways. The Boy mouts at-
tended ‘the funeral at Karori, ' Wes-
lington, and gave many expressions of.
their regret at the loss of a popular
fellow-nsember. :

Grey River Argus 29 Nov 1918
Augustus Roy Roberts died in the 1918
Influenza epidemic
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FORLAG: ERNST HEDSTROM, VALLSTA.

Postcard from Sweden to "A. Roy Roberts" at Brunnerton received
"A" Class 19 AU 18 index 3 and redirected to Wellington



29JA 20 210C 31 3 MY 33 24 JA 53 13 MY 53 21 De 54
Copy 'proof’ Brunnerton "J" Class 26mm mail index 1 & 2
This letter muss be given to § an Oficer of the Post Offics 4d Registered Envelope [Env. No. 66.] addressed
t0 be registered, and a § receipt cbtained for it. to Wilcox Smith Dunedin [well-known stamp dealer]
THE ADDRESS MUST BE § WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. from Brunnerton 30 SP 30 index 2 with octagonal
rubber marking on R-label.
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Conmewmorating the Centennial of Wruuner's Tiscobery
~ ' Commemorating the Centennial of Brunner's Biscobery

nf “H“ ?ﬁrlnuwr Q:ﬂ.‘:‘l[ﬁl‘h\ﬁ, 28“1 3’2“\“3 rg, 1848. of the Brunner Goalfields, 28th Fanuary, 1848,

The Explorations oS
THONAS BRUNNER _ ~

A James Stapleton Cover [prominent
cachet maker from Christchurch]
commemorating the Centennial of Thomas
Brunner's discovery of 1848

g

Brunnerton "J" Class 24 JA 48

B2} ¥

C. HITCHINGS,
Thomas Brunner (1822-1874) made several trips'into the > % PR w
unexplored West Coast (S.1.) of New Zealand, enduring ?0 LOX ’:325,

| 'many hardships in his devotion to duty. His name is ,

perpetuated in the Brunner Coalfields, Brunnerton, Lake Chrmfrﬁ iU T"h C ‘!

Brunner, the Brunner Range etc. He was awarded the : e S W Natac R
Medal of the Royal Geographical Society. : ¥

Yaw 7
W Lealard

— Gover by James Staplecon —




Taylorville

The settlement of Taylotville developed on flat land on the North bank of the Grey River downstream from the Brunner Mines. It was established by and named after
Chatles Taylor and his son Joseph, who were the founders of the Coal Pit Heath Coal Mining Company in 1873 - this company developed the Coal Pit Heath mine
which was upstream of Taylotville close to the Brunner mine. When the Wallsend - Taylotville pedestrian swing bridge opened in 1889, the Wallsend area developed as

the commercial and social centre of Brunnerton. The area was served 1904-1910 by a Telegraph then Post & Telegraph office. Post Office re-established 1955.
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Real Photograph postcard, undivided back with no details
Shows the swing bridge and an early view of Taylotville

"Taylotville, Brunnerton, West Coast. N.Z." 4577 undivided back
postcard by Muir & Moodie, Dunedin from their Copyright Seties of
Views. Printed in Austria.

Probably from a photograph by George Moodie who in 1904 set out to
photograph most of New Zealand. View shows the development of
Taylotville with the swing bridge at right

4577. Taylorville, Brunnerton, West Coast. N. Z. Muir & Moodie

= :
F F.T. SERIES. No.4426A. GREY VALLEY.

Real Photograph Postcard "GREY RIVER" "F.T.
Series No. 4426 A" Photo by H Winklemann.
Divided back, printed in Saxony.

Henry Winklemann [1861-1931] was an Auckland
based photogtapher whose interest was mainly the
Harbour, boating and pleasure activities. He used high
quality publishers like Tanner Bros and F.T.
[Fetgusson & Taylot] to render his views into
postcards.

Unusual subject for Winklemann.

View shows the swing bridge from Wallsend to
Taylorville and Taylorville settlement




Taylorville 1910

Postcard written "Taylorville 19/1/1910" sent under cover with an impression of "A" Class Brunnerton datestamp

"The "GORDON" Real Photo Series" - Emest de Tourret set this up 1908-1909 - the
cards have a kookaburra / New Zealand logo - cards printed in New Zealand.
Images Pedestrian Swing Bridge & Brunnerton Post Office
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IRVING WEBB,
Busmess Mana;,cr.

Grey River Argus 24 Jan 1910
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1887 Borough of Brunnerton

Shows Settlements & Coal leases
[Reduced scan Archives New Zealand]

Heathdale
[Only reference

on map/plan]
St Kilda

Taylorville

Brunnerton
Wallsend

Dobson

Taylorville Post Office

This office, on the north bank of the Grey River and Dobson on the south bank of the Grey River was opened when the Postal facilities were withdrawn from
Brunnerton. The office opened February 11, 1955 and closed October 25, 1985. It used a "]" Class 35mm datestamp
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Dobson

Dobson was a dormitory settlement for the Brunner mines and a saw-milling township. An application for lease at Dobson for saw-milling was made in September 1895
by Stratford Blair Company and tenders called for the logging of 3,000,000 feet of timber. The Mill was destroyed by fire in 1899 and rebuilt. The tramway was extended
in 1910 to a new area of bush and a tally shed constructed near the Dobson railway station. The last reference in the Greymouth newspapers was in May 1916 which
reported that ""the Dobson Sawmill was idle."

Once the Grey Valley Collieries opened the Dobson Mine, from 1924, the township flourished but the main commercial area remained at Brunnerton.

Dobson Post Office opened February 14, 1955 when facilities were removed from Brunnerton. The office closed October 25, 1965. Used a "J" Class datestamp.
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TELEPHONE "P=OTE(

DOBSON,

BRUNNERTON .

Envelope from Greymouth Technical College [established 1923] to

ALTH ~ND PROPERTY LIFE HEALTH AND PROPE 3 Mr A Gutberlet, Dobson, Brunnerton.
Broc=y AOUTH =2 ) T @ OL} e ok Postage Y2 d [second class mail]
& e : o o e cancelled Greymouth slogan machine JE 20 1934.
§ eriicam 0 1934 JE2 0= 5200 <
' : 5 ! The Gutberlet extended family was prominent in the Brunner
area, an uncle was the proprietor of the Railway Hotel at Ngahere
MR. A. GUTBERLET, and had a license at Roa in 1923. Arthut's father was on the

Brunnerton Borough Council and was prominent in rifle shooting
and tennis clubs.

Arthur passed his proficiency certificate in December 1923 and gain
free tuition at the Greymouth Technical College in 1934

Registered Dobson 20 AP 76

4 AU 54
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Brunner Historic Site
Abandoned, pillaged, forgotten to Conservation and Preservation.

Following the closure of the St Kilda Mine in 1921 and the closure of the suspension bridge to most vehicular traffic in 1923, the Brunner mine site was abandoned. Up
to the early 1930's the bridge continued to be used in a limited way for its historic purpose with the transport of coal from the small co-operative patties on the Brunner
lease. The site retained brick chimneys and other structures - the Brunnerton bricks were systematically removed by firms in Greymouth and reused. The area started to
revert to nature and remaining mining relics and structures became overgrown.

The focus on the recent history of "Coal Gorge" has been on its Industrial Heritage with the developing interest in "Industrial Archaeology." In 1978, the conservation
of structures remaining on the Brunner site became a priority and was undertaken by the NZ Historic Places Trust. Reports identified educational, scientific and
archaeological potential in preserving and interpreting "a site of national importance.” The areas of the coke ovens and fire clay wortks were relatively intact and these
were stabilised and are now protected under a roof.

The Suspension Bridge is restored and the brick chimney from the Tyneside Mine n the south bank of the Grey River has also been restored. Information boards explain
the significance of the site and the area is now well visited. The bridge gives access to other historic mining sites - the Coal Pit Heath and St Kilda mines and, by way if the
Coolgardie Track, to the old Coolgardie and North Brunner workings.

View of the suspension bridge across the Grey River with information
kiosk at left, restored "Q" Class wagon and the covered protection of
the fire clay works and coke ovens.

Right: the Exhibitor and Brian Wood, Author of two Publications

on the Brunner"
[Marshall Photographs 2004]

Brunner Specific References:

"Brunner Centenary Souvenir Booklet", 1948 Brunner Old Boys Association

"Unspent Energy Dobson & Wallsend Collieries 1876-1968", 1988 Les Wright

"Disaster at Brunner A Commemorative History", 1996 Brian Wood

"The Heritage and Environment of Coal Gorge & the Brunner Suspension Bridge"
2004 Brian Wood




Blackball Coal - Discovery and Ownership

Alluvial Gold was discovered in Blackball Creek in 1864 and there was a small rush in 1865 and a small settlement developed. Quartz veins were discovered in the
headwaters of the Blackball Creek in 1869 and some stamper batteries were set-up - some of the relics can be seen on the Croesus Track now part of the Paparoa Track.
Coal was known to the gold miners as it was readily available in the Blackball Creek.

A few weeks ago aseam of bright bitumi- PPLICATION ‘FOR .PROSPECT. HEREBY give notice that it is my HEREBY give notice that it is my in-
nous coal was discovered cropping out of ING LICENSE . . X iR BLY W
the side of one of the numerous gullies by intention to APPLY to the Waste tention to APPLY to the Waste
that lead down to the Black Ball C'l:cc:{, in L the Undersi '-eT.h : Lands Board, Nelson, for a PROSPECT- Lands Board, Nelson, for a PROSPECT-
he Gr istrict. This seam 1 e Un i- T ) ;

il B nat ARl e 3 ersigned, hereby make appli ING LICENSE of Six Hundred and ING LICENSE of six hundred and
vIt fot . cation for 640 Acres of Land for a term of 5 forty (640) acres for COAL, and any
in no place less than 12ft thick. Mr g . : Forty (640) Acres for Coal and any or all : S :
Thornton, late Provincin(l1 ?ish‘it}?t Engi- 12 months; fo Search for Coal, situated R or :;.111 Emfﬁaﬂf%er_ than gold, situated
neer, has visited it and brought away : : 4 4 ). in the Blac istrict,
specimens, and a Greymouth firm have ob- aboub. f_Ol_fr 2 ﬂ,es A“p, the Black B&.H Oreel Cobden district. B d h d north b
tained a lease of the ground. Some of the from its junction with the Grey River. ounded on the east and nol y
coal has been tested for its coke-producing Y Bounded on West and South by pros- the prospecting area granted to
qualities, and the coke made ltherefrom intls J QSEPH KJLGA}&OUI};{, " pecting area granted to J. Kil- J. Kilgour; on the west by
been proneuneed by practical men equal to ppicant, “ gour; on the North and East by ‘ )
any they have seen. Were this gcposxt Greymouth, June 11th, 1884, - Om;n Tands, - - Ford’s Creek, and south by
developed by means of the West Coast Grev River Ar 13 1884 Crown lands,
railway, those interested in the mine be- rey hver Argus June LAWRENCE HALCROW, ROBERT SCHOFIELD
lieve that the importation of Neweastle : NI . k
anal wanld eaon ho a thine of the vast.

Temuka Star June 11, 1884

THE BLACK BALL

May 1884: Mr Thornton inspects the seam of Coal - probably at the request of CoaL MiNING COMPANY or NEW ZEALAND, Limieo.
Joseph Kilgour - lessee of the Tyneside Mine at Brunnerton e T

11 June 1884: Widespread reporting of the Coal at Blackball - instigated by Mr
Kilgour of Greymouth Section. ool

11 June 1884: Joseph Kilgour applies for a Prospecting license "about 4 miles e/
up the Black Ball Creek"

18 August 1884: Messrs Halcrow and Schofield apply for Prospecting Licenses
in areas adjacent to the Kilgour application. x 3

14 January 1885: The Black Ball Creek Coal Company Registered in ¥
Christchurch - capital £4800.

15 November 1886: Blackball Coal Company Registered in London - capital ‘
£36,000 - leases transferred.

March 1886: The Blackball Leases became part of land allocation to the New
Zealand Midland Railway Company

18 May 1892: restructured as Black Ball Coal Mining Company of New
Zealand - capital £60,000

June 1892: The Blackball Shipping Line established to secure coal delivery
to New Zealand Shipping Company vessels.

1897: Edwyn Dawes of New Zealand Shipping Company takes a controlling
interest

1899: Edwyn Dawes purchases the Blackball Leases from the New Zealand
Midland Railway Company - now freehold

21 October 1926: New Company Blackball Coal Mines Proprietary \
Limited formed '

27 June 1931: New Company Blackball Creek Coal Company to lease patt of
original workings

7 July 1941: State purchases assets which include Blackball township for
£30,000 Blackball State Colliery ,

September 1964: State Mine closed e
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Reduced scan of the map accompanying the Prospectus of the Black Ball Coal
Mining Company 1892 [original Archive New Zealand)]



The New Zealand Midland Railway Company Limited

The East and West Coast and Nelson Railway Act 1886 was passed to enable the railway to be built and operated by private enterprise and a deputation visited London
to interest financiers in promoting a company. In July 1885 the deputation accepted an offer from a committee that became the New Zealand Midland Railway
Company. Initial capital raised was £250,000 with a total of £2,200,000 planned. The company contracted with the Government in 1886 to build 235 miles (376 km) of
railway between Christchurch and Nelson via Brunnerton within ten years. The fee for this was £2.5m. The company was to get 10 shillings of land for every 20 shillings
spent on construction. The company commenced construction from the Government line at Brunnerton and on the Nelson Section heading up the Grey Valley towards
Reefton, the line to Nelson diverged at Stillwater from the Greymouth to Christchurch line.

i The New Zealand Midland
f% Railway Company received
_3§ concessions from the Government

in the way of land grants equal in

£1 OO c’ s \ a\‘&x ﬁtt dI dnfl %{ ‘7 [ ﬂ value to 59% of the Conp:act price

for the railway construction. - the
&&{ﬁ L I M LT E D g L value was £1,250,000.

% %irgustmcn Office : 79, GRACECHURCE STREET, TONDOK, EC. 7" : Pat of the land granted 1886 to
c@\& - ez /) ) the Company included the three

ISSUE OF £745 000 FImst HORTGAGE DEBENTURES, - Bkl el Fomcs

Series of £2,200,000 First Mortgage Debentures in amounts of £100, £500 and £1,000 each, 55 With insufficient capital and a
» AT THE OPTION OF THE FIRST HOLDER, : London management remote from
@B CARRYING INTEREST AT THE RATE OF £5 PER CENT. PER ANNUM, ~ the realities of tailway construction

Ix 2,900 BONDS or  £100 Eacn, Nos. A1 to A 2,900 ixcrusive ... ... £290,000 Zzs in New Zealand the Company had
_880-BONDS or £500 raci, Nos. B 1to B 380 wxeLvsive ... .. 190,000 9 .
265 BONDS. or £1,000 raci, Noa. C 1 to G 265 INCLUSIVE ... ... 265,000 i [ htde Chance Of success.

£745,000

e e RN T

| ) 7 The company ran out of money
W A169 - DEBENTHRE. —£100 || | |mommomeo

1. THE NEW ZEALAND MIDLAND RAiLWAY COMPANY, LIMITED (hermna/m
called the Compamy), wilh on the Fifteenth day of April, 1909 or on such ogriier Jalie Debenture holdérs tool?
day as the principal monies hereby scoured ?)/»(()m(’ pa(/rol)lr’, in accordanee wzih the : unsuccessful action against the

Conditiows” endonsed hercon, pay to « = 5 ; 86 - to the i Directors and the Government.
bearery or. apher regtstme(t to the 70gmt‘(7?d Zwlder, on pr(lsenmtwn of this ])(»lmnl,m(’ |

the suwan of £100.%F =,
2. The~Company will i-n t]w memztz’mc pay Interest thereow~at <the rate

In 1899 the Land Grant involving

of £5 per cemt=per annwm, owevery 25th daypef=October and 15th=dayy of April, i the Blackball Coal Leases [which
in accordance with the Cowpons annexed hereto. - included the township of
3. This Debenture is issued subject to the Conditions endorsed hereon. 5l Blackball] were sold to Edwyn
&iben wunder the Common Seal of the Company, this £ Da.weS: of the New Zealand '
' day of _ 2l Shipping Company and were his
. % freehold property
THE COMMON SEAL of the Company \ .
was (r,ﬂé.\:acl.lbe('etd by authority. : . = A iss08 oF £7 45,000 of
©of the Board, in the presence of ! . N [ debentites swas teleased in AP 4l
7 5 1889 at 5% [in two instalments]-
repayable in 1909
Birectors.
£100 Debenture Certificate

dated 7th October 1889 shown
is in Exhibitor's hands




Mine Development:

The New Zealand Midland Railway Company was formed Aptil 19, 1886 to establish railway connections between the West Coast and Nelson and Canterbury. The
first sod was turned at Brunnerton [already connected to Greymouth]. There was an initial suggestion that the Company would build a branch line from Ngahere to the
mine but the expense of a bridge across the Grey River was too much and that projected abandoned. An "Aerial" was designed to move the coal.

The Black Ball Coal Mining Company started the stone drive in 1889 and in October 1890, the coal seam was struck with the first coal brought out in October 1893.

, i S operation 1893-1909 and carried over
Reduced scan of pencil drawing o 1,000,000 tons. Replaced by the
"Blackball Aerial" by‘ GJ Porter railway in November 1909

[Exhibitor's Library]

The "Blackball Aerial" was built at a.
cost of £25,000. there were 73 pylons
with two tensioned suspension cables
with about 135 tubs each able to hold
50kg of coal on an endless rope
ptinciple with gravity and a 20 hp motor.

Capable of moving 400 tons a day to the
bins at Ngahere. Best performance was
3000 tons in one week in 1908. It was in

fox

' £ s 4

Scan part of "Map of Greymouth Coalfield" 1911
[Exhibitor's library]

Shows the Aerial Tramway and Blackball railway

HIMARE L A:6 e
‘

1323

Ao NI 0 ;i [
Scan of part of a ""Plan of the Grey Coalfield" 1908
[Exhibitor's Library]

Shows the Aerial Tramway and the Railway [not yet in
operation]

Operation of the "Blackball Aerial" was not always straight-forward. It requited

considerable maintenance and was affected by strong winds and flooding of the

Grey River which threatened to undermine the pylons causing the mine to cease
production. The output from the mine was severely limited by its capacity.

A branch railway to Blackball had been promised in 1901. After negotiation, the
Black Ball Coal Mining Company and the New Zealand Railway agreed to share
the cost of a bridge and railway branch line. The first pile was driven Februaty
18, 1902 by Premier Semple. Tenders called in September 1902. Bridge
approaches completed by September 1904 The bridge was damaged in several
floods [1905,1927,1960, 1966] and closed.

The "Blackball Railway" from Ngahere to the mine was in operation in 1909 -
officially opened August 1, 1910. New bins capable of holding 2800 tons and
railway sidings, [enough for 100 wagons] were constructed at Blackball and the
Ngahete bins and railway siding were closed.



THE BLACKBALL COAL COMPANY, Ltd.

» New Zealand Office (Registered), 87 Worcester Street, CHRISTCHURCH.

Attorneys and Directors for New Zealand—SIR GEORGE CLIFFORD, Baronet ; Henry P. HiLL, Esq.

New Zealand Manager and Secretary—ARNAUD MCKELLAR, Christchurch. Ex Stones
Mining Manager WALTER LEITcH, Ngahere, Wellington Agent—C. H. TURNER, U.S.S. Co.’s Building. Ditectoty
AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE DOMINION. MINES AT BLACKBALL. SHIPPING PORT, GREYMOUTH, 1909

Steam Colliers—s.8. NGAHERE, s.s. NGATORO. . Hulks at Lyttelton and Wellington.
Telegraphic Addresses for Christchurch, Wellington, Greymouth & Blackball : “ BALLCOAL.” Telephone 234.
Cable Address—“ BALLCOAL.” Codes—A B C 5th Edition, Bentley’s Phrase, Moreing & Neal’s.
Steamship Bunkering Contractors and Suppliers of Household, Steam, Nuts and Small Coals.

Head Office - - 7 and 8 POULTRY, LONDON, E.C.
Directors MAURES HORNER, Esq. (Chairman); Gro. T. HAYCRAFT, Esq.; CHAS. J. CowAN, Esq.
Secretary—Wmwm. S. HoaGda., London Manager—W. T. MOORE.

Post Offices:

The original Blackball Post Office was opened February 2, 1888 closing September 30, 1897. The Blackball Mine Post Office, 2 km north opened April, 1, 1894.
This office used an "A" Class datestamp, changing to Blackball November 1, 1897. Blackball used an "A" Class datestamp which was replaced by a "J" Class about
1915 then by a "Blackball" type in 1938 - used until closed. A relief is known in 1959. Closed February, 5, 1988.

JA 95 JA 97 20 NO 09 230C13 5 MR 30 2JA 35
Blackball "A" Class

14 JA 38 ['proof'] 16 AU 39 8JAT1
Blackball "Blackball" Type "]J"

Blackball "A" Class 14 NO 05, via Greymouth 14 NO 05, Wellington NOV 18
1905, received Hobart Tasmania NO 25 1905



Blackball 23 OC 46,

signed by R A Johnston Postmaster, Blackball ) 2 A A
Y '17,. ¢ &v 3 / : v i
~ "Kind Regards from Blackball" s ) P
Divided back "The POPULAR seties No. 461" . %*’Mw M‘”& / 4#d
' N e *
MAORILAND'S
Enchanting Words
HONGI T
HAKA o pel
HAWAIKI GREENSTONE
uTU TANE .
TOHUNGA TOPUNI : ARTHUR T. GARRISON
mﬁu :Agaom , 58 Nichols Street
: : i f
MERE REHUA Bridgeton, N. .,

LS -A

Blackball Relief 23 FE 59
[datestamp Repair]

The Ngahere Post Office opened November 4, 1887 It closed on
February 5, 1988 - the same day at Blackball - now RD Greymouth

The "Blackball Aerial" delivered Coal to the bins at Ngahere 1893-1909
- over 1,000,000 tons. A branch railway line to Blackball was opened in
November 1909. The Bins and the railway yard at Ngahere were closed
and the railway Station moved. Many of the Blackball miners lived at
Ngahere and commuted across the bridge. The Bridge was closed in 1967
after severe damage in a Buller flood.
A new coal 10ading‘ facility was later built to handle the trucks of coal
from the opencast mine at Roa

28 NO 98 13 JA 34 24 MR 44
Ngahere "A" Class Ngahere "J" Class




NEW ZEALAND S. CO'S, S. S. ‘‘PAPAROA."

"New Zealand S. Co's S. S. "Paparoa"
Undivided back real photograph postcard by Kingsway Photo Series.
Used East London AP 11 13.

Message "Safely on board, had a grand time in London doing the
sights, now soon we will be off; everything is so nice more than
expected. "

The New Zealand Shipping Company through Sir Edwyn Dawes,
owned the Blackball Leases and the township. The Blackball Line
was established to ensute that Blackball Coal could be delivered to the
NZSCo steamers on the New Zealand - United Kingdom route

""S S Paparoa ' built in 1899 was a refrigerated cargo and passenger
ship. Scuttled in the Atlantic after a fire in 1926

"Greetings from Blackball N Z"
Real photo divided postcard by Joseph Divis.

He arrived from Prague in 1909 and worked at the Blackball
Mine. He later worked [and photographed] at Waiuta,
Denniston, Big River and Roa. A book "Through the Eyes of a
Miner: The Photography of Joseph Divis" by Simon Nathan.

View shows the Blackball Bins, capable of 2800 tons, which
wete constructed in 1909, a rake of empty "L" Wagons waiting
with the Railway to Ngahere at left.

Second class envelope 1d postage cancelled Blackball
29 AP 42 on Blackball Coal Mines Proprietary Ltd
envelope - over stamped Blackball State Colliery

The Black Ball Company Blackball Mine closed in 1937
with a peak in 1914 of 218,000 tons of high quality
steaming coal employing 380 men. Total production 1.6
million tons

The Blackball Coal Mine Proprietary Company started a
new Blackball Mine on the other side of the valley. This
mine was taken over by the State July 7, 1941 becoming

Blackball State Colliery closing in September 1964 having

produced 2.5 million tons - all railed down to Ngahere then

to Greymouth.




1908 Blackball Miner's Strike - February 27th to May 12th 1908.

The crushing defeat by the Government of the 1890 Maritime Strike and the Industrial Conciliation and Atbitration Act of 1894 gave workers little prospect of any wage
increases and little chance of any action that may improve their working conditions. This was all about to change and Blackball became the cradle of militant unionism in
1908 and changed industrial relations in New Zealand. The Federation of Labour and the Labour Party were a direct result.

f’ N

!

Two divided back postcards "Entrance to Greymouth hatbour" and
"Hawkes Crag, Buller Gorge" "J Ring Photographer"

New Zealdnd Post Card

| This space may be uscd lor communication
ol n
s
Lo v %T i\)‘? £

J. Ring, Photographer

122 Entrance to Umymou!‘h River

e

New Zealand Post Card

;“'\‘“nk‘\

Upper card: Blackball 17 MR 08 Lower Card: Blackball 2 AP 08
Both headed "Paparoa” - local name for Roa

This space may be used tor communication |

oo & [ it

Written during the Blackball Miner's Strike but not mentioned

RING'S
PICTORIAL POSTCARD
ARE ALL THE RAGIE,

12 in a packet for 1)-,
Just what your friends require.

A small group of Socialist miners were at Runanga in 1907. Key figures were Hickey and Webb. In December 1907 they left Runanga and applied for work at the
Blackball Mine when it reopened in January 1908. A branch of the Socialist party was formed, meetings were held but a cause was needed. The Blackball Miners Award,
in force since 1899, had only 15 minutes for “crib” [lunch] — and all miners objected to that.

On Februaty 27, 1908, seven unionist members of the Blackball Socialist party, including Hickey and Webb, persisted in having 30 minutes for “ctib” time and were
dismissed. The Union made several demands, which were refused, and the Union declared a Strike. The Labour Department took the Union to the Atbitration Court
where they were fined /75 for breaching the award. The Union refused to pay and this defiance of the Arbitration Court and Govetnment cteated much nationwide

public interest and support.

The strike was settled on May 12, 1908. All the Union demands were met by the Company, which saved some face by introducing two shifts at the mine. This successful
strike matked the resurrection of the strike weapon in New Zealand labour history. It was to suffer a serious blow during the Great Strike of 1913-1914.



Great Strike - October 1913 - January 1914

This strike started October 20, 1913 at the Taupiri Coal Mines in Huntly following the dismissal of all the union officials. The United Federation of Labour became
involved but the situation became mote complicated by the Watetfront Strike on October 23, 1913. All coal miners went on strike November 5, 1913. Farmers, sworn
in as “Special Constables” broke the Waterfront Strike — the General Strike ended December 20, 1913. The Coal Miners surrendered January 13, 1914 when the last
farmers left the Taupiri Mine.
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Snowy writes: 3 e
e oS- ol LI R 35
«. I am still kicking although we had a very crook time. We landed
down here in time to take part in the big strike which gave us a vety Tanner Bros Maoriland postcard "The Clock Tower, Christchurch"
severe knock and we have started work about 4 weeks. I will send headed “Blackball 5/1/14” cancelled Blackball 6 JA 13 addressed to Christchurch

that along to you as soon I get a couple of pays"

. . ) . Message: “.we are getting on fine but no settlement struck.”
“What sort of time did you have up there during the strike?

suppose it was vety lively at times. There was absolutely nothing
doing down here. We were all as quiet as lambs.”

i Phofotyped |
New Zealand Post Cardé/ &/ 4

@"a/l_ éoﬂ:}{wa , o M' & 7Aa-/"'d Saxony.
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issued by Brown Bros Mulanon N % (j

Mine Creek, N.Z.

: Zg ekl G PR 4 "Mine Creek N.Z" Postcard "Issued by Brown Bros. Millerton"
atl
/Z?'F\f 4 QBM Headed "Blackball 15/2/14"
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Wreck of the Ngahere - Grey River Bar 1924

The steamer “Ngahere”was outward bound from Greymouth with a full cargo of timber and coal for Wellington and went ashore crossing the Grey River bar at 3pm
May 12, 1924 when struck by an unusually “tempestuous swell” and was stranded amidst the remains of the steamer “Perth” a casualty of two and a half years earlier.
No boat could be launched because of the heavy seas and the danger from rocks but all 23 crew were rescued by breeches buoy after rockets were fired from shore to get
lines aboard. The ship was a total loss. A Court of Inquity found that the Master and his officers were not responsible for the disaster but that the harbourmaster had
made an errot of judgment in advising the Master that there was sufficient water on the bar when in fact a ship drawing 3 feet less had touched the bar just prior.

Real Photograph Contemporary newspapets record

Postcard that several unsuccessful attempts

"Protected 14.5.24" wete made to try to retrieve the 2
L A Inkster

mail bags which were supposed to

be locked in the Ship's safe. The

fact that one mail bag was washed

ashore suggests that this was not
the case.

POST CaARD.

L 4 INKSTER . . GREYMGUTH.
F"U'GGR«i'E,LAND PHOTOGRAPHIC DEALLR, . .
e The reportt advises that the mailbag
"contained about 600 letters"
and all were sent to Christchurch
for Wellington. The cachet was

ptobably applied at Greymouth

ALBDRESS,
CORRESPONDENCE,

l
s
|

71mm x 2.5mm cachet was

~

applied to recovered mail. ’:, Sk N Al " &
4 covers are known m{OVEHED a&-tﬁ @

e e S - = > S

. \ ko 5 g Kotuku ]22 km SE Gtreymouth] [1912-1958] 10 MY 24 5;
e S non = Greymouth 10 MY 24 9AM [stamp missing]
Ceer o1 B8, “NGAHERES , : '
ECOVERED FresWEa L 5

v v

Oné of the hags of mail which were on
board the Ngshers was washed ssbore om
Cobden besoh yeaterday affernoon, It cofi-
twined about 600 letters, & ul::ﬁs nutnber .of
newspapers, and several P . The let
ters hed been tied tightly together in bundles
and had suffered vary little damsge, and all
%em forwrdcugy o tf-d stchurch en route m’fg
skington wy's express, - -1
.p“x.zg?em in w sodden condition and will
Ba dostroyed. The bsg recovered contained
msil matter from Greymouth, b thet from
Hokitika i8, ae far' ae 1 koown, still on
board. It deoes not costain much of im-
portance, however, and the matier includes
only one registered letfer. MO

Christchurch Press 21 May 1924

,§ :
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e

The “Ngahere” a steel screw steamer of 1090 tons gross, built for the Blackball Coal Company at Glasgow in 1908. She was designed to carry coal and timber from
Greymouth to various New Zealand ports. The Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Report records the owner as the Blackball Company but the Lloyd’s Register shows the owner as
Mann, Geotge & Company Ltd. The reference New Zealand Shipwrecks states that the vessel was trading under the Union Steam Ship Company when she was lost



1942 Telegram to Mines Department Wellington

New Zealand Post Office Telegtam form 143 issued "11/41" 50,000 printed from Greymouth to Mines Department Wellington at cost 32 /64, received "4/46p" and
has Telegraph Office Wellington datestamp 25 AU 42.

—_— — e — — ——

"Re Accommodation men Blackball

=== NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE TELEGRAPHS Paying 32/6 cach man per full week
= = . .
= = 71 — Duration Approximately three months.
- = — = A= N4
= s = | — B é-' = é\gﬁ‘% B A — : McMillan"
—— Handwritten message for response telegram
e ﬂ : reads:
e e : == "CH Benney
G 3 éé T GREYMBUTH-&-10F The usual allowance for me in the field is
i 4/- per day or 28/- for a full week.

We fixed 4/- a day for Erskine while he is
on Kawau & if we pay more here the
position may be complicated

.

)

& "~
S =,,f'\~//~\,'3
2 ' 4 i y

A 71
= i

L MINES Jun

CHB
. Lt oy 25.8.42"
SRS e :.i"./.-.:....i .................................... oo
- \ \ ) g o2 "Tell him no authotity to pay more than
Received at__ %l linl Operator’s Initials:.................. ’ e nn ANJ . :L 28/- & what he can suggest has he
& ' w[j" ,Lf S committed us to 32/6
: oo B
pA f'“& s 28.8.42"
? 4

S - : ‘ R Yar ! 3 C H Benney was the Under Secreta
+ RE ACCOMMODATION MEN BLACKBALL ;q%:;zjﬂfq MinesDgpartmtentinWelliflgtotnry

e ' T : »~ A
; . 7 M L s

PAYING 32/6-EACH MAN PER F ULL MEL L‘ 5 ,w"’l § The two most promising occurrences

‘ {,ﬂ“? 2}( of copper-ore deposits, at Great Barrier

7R Jsland and Kawau Island, had been

=5 = : examined. There was little or no pos-
STOP DURATION APPROXIMATELY THREEL MONTHS

A

sibility of substantial production from

£ Great DBarrier lsland, but there was
v suflicient promise at Kawau lIsland to
: (;“CJ_“ au{h}nrise a geuph,;‘sical 511?'0;\’1. 1f the
‘ : results were satisfactory further in-
I MCHELLAN £+ ) vestization by diznnond)drilling would
: be undertaken,
T . ; Wartime Needs
CT 3246 ++ New Zealand Herald 21 August 1941
Tel, 11a.  wuyvvs paussas ge  amege;

The Minister of Mines had been touring the various Coalfields encouraging increased production of coal to meet the increased demands caused by the War. During
1941-1942, the Blackball State Colliery had been working three shifts - at virtual maximum capacity. The Greymouth Mines Depatrtment manager, R A McMillan,
[brother to the Labour MP for Dunedin West and a Minister in the Labour Government] was investigating the possibility of reopening the closed Blackball Mine.
A team of 3 was proposed - the Manager of the State Mine at Rotowaro, the underground manager at Liverpool Colliery and a Mines Inspector from Wellington. He
was seeking permission to pay theit accommodation costs at Blackball [Hilton] during the assessment. The Report, dated December 1942 was not favourable.



Roa - Paparoa Coal - Discovery, Ownership & Production

November 1902:
5 March 1903:

28 March 1906:

13 January 1906:

8 November 1906:
May 1912:

The Grey River Argus reports that a coal lease had been applied for by Messrs Neilson and Cutten for 1000 acres and that survey work continued
The Paparoa Coal Company Ltd was registered with £5000 capital in £1 shares with the purpose to acquire and work the Coal lease under
application by H Neilson and W H Cutten with enough capital to survey and prospect the field

Otago Daily Times reports that atrangements are being made to sell the Paparoa Coal Company to a company being formed in Wellington.

Otago Daily Times reports the flotation of the Paparoa Coal Mining Company Ltd with £100,000 capital in £1 shares.

50 men reported working on the development clearing the site for station and bins. Route of incline tramway from the mine to the station

Company reconstructed, capital now £230,000, due to financial cost in the Railway construction insisted on by Government as "Fell" as at
Rimutaka and the fact that the Branch Railway from Blackball to Ngahete was not completed as promised.
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0 1001 ORDINARY SHARE CERTIFICATE  p.,ivcer mgs ............

THE PAPAROA COAL MINING COMPANY LIMITE

Incorporated under ‘‘The Companies’ Act, 1903

Capital—£230,000 in 435,170 Ordinary Shares of 10s each; 13,415 Preference Shares of £1 each

This is to Certify see Loas Eotonrct Gorcton
c/ Aorclory s lhe Wd/ma/ frotiler %Q/O'O’O @/xa/nuwy yw

vwesilored as slokod heveon cn lhe Copritad a/ The Paparoa Coal Mining Company Ltd.,
sullject to the Memorandium and yticles of lisocialion of the Comprany, and
thaat wpp lo this date there has been on s decmed bo e fraidd in wespect of ccch Shicore
weporesented in lhis conlificate the sum of Ton Hhillings frex shere

B wnder ths Common Sss) of the Company at Wellington, N.Z., this | o (A
e 93744
" day of i @I PT) **;'/3 191% f <

Countersigned—

} DIRECTORS
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November 1909:
June 1911:
September 1915:
1924: ‘
April 26, 1947:
1971:

1980-1995
1999-2016

First coal from the mine to Port of Greymouth
Contracts to provide steaming coal to British Navy ships

Paparoa Coal Mining Company in liquidation but continued by debenture holders by the Receivers
New Company Paparoa Coal Company formed Capital £63,000 - reduced to £40,000 in 1933.
Company in voluntary liquidation Plant & equipment sold to State Coal Mines.

State Coal Mine Closed produced 1,800,000 tons

Opencast mine in operation produced 250,000 tons by truck to new bins at Ngahere

Underground mine - Roa Mining Company then New Zealand Coal and Carbon Limited
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Ngahere Bins [Exhibitor's photo 2004]
New Zealand Herald November 26, 2016

End of era as Roa Mine hits brake

Brendon McMahon

The Roa Mine — the last under-
 ground coalmine on the West
Coast — announced yesterday
that it was “suspending” oper-
ations, leaving 20 miners with
‘an uncertain future.

Miners were called to a staff
meeting at 7am to be told the
news. Only the small open-cast
mining will continue.

_Grey District Mayor Tony
Kokshoom said it was ‘the
end of an era” after 150 years
of continuous underground
mining on the West Coast.
| The suspension of oper-
ations follows the loss of 600

mining jobs in the Greymouth
area alone in the past five
years, with the closure of the
Pike River and Spring Creek
underground mines.

Roa Mining chief executive
Brent Francis said the decision
was a result of the tough
market conditions for inter-
national coal prices and the
costs associated with further
development.

He hoped the decision to
~suspend underground mining
“‘can be reversed with time
and some favourable market

- conditions”.

The open-cast operations,

employing seven contractors,

would continue to meet the
existing supply contracts the
company had.

Just two weeks ago, Mr
Francis publicly refuted
rumours the mine was about
to close, saying it had signed
contractstodeliver coal for the
next 10 years, despite rock
bottom coal prices that have
closed mines all around the
world.

The Greymouth Star under-
stands staff have been stood
down on full pay for a month,
but that no redundancy willbe
paid. Roa produces about
150,000 tonnes of coal annu-
ally. : &%) S ;

o

Roa Post Office opened April 9, 1908 and closed February 28, 1923. It could not be called Paparoa as there was an office with this name in Northland. It replaced the
gold-mining office of Minerva further up the Paparoa ranges [open 1 November 1897 -.21 October 1908] which had been Upper Blackball from 13 March 1897.
An "H" Class datestamp was used.

Roa Telephone Office opened November 10, 1945 and closed September 8, 1962. It was established to assist communication with the Government railway and after
1947 to support an extension of mining by State Coal. It used a "J" Class datestamp throughout.

EOA POST OFFICE.

Mr H. E. Holland, ALP,, has received
a communication from the Postmaster-
General in reply to the former’s re-
presentations made with respeet to the
Post Office at Ros, which was closed
in March last, ‘‘beeause a suitable per-
son willing to conduet the office could
The Minister wrifcu:
‘{¢My Department is quite prepared io
re-open the office, provided the services
of o suitable person can be obtained.

not be found.”’?
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Copy 'proof’ 15 AP 17

Roa "H" Class

Grey River Argus 20 July 23

27 NO 50

27 NO 50

Roa "J" Class




Detail from 1908 Plan of Grey

Coalfield [Exhibitor's libraty]
Paparoa Coal Mining
Co Lease
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Scan part of 1911 Map of Greymouth Coalfield [in Exhibitor's library]
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Probate Document exhibited at Paparoa Coal Mining Company August 4, 1911
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Probate Document with duty
paid of £4061/10/7d at
Christchurch 6 MR 11

The will leaves a significant residual
to her late husband's nephew who
was known to be a coal miner but
whose address was not known to

the executers of the will.

It was sent to various companies

and exhibited

Westport Coal Company
The Christchurch Gas Coal &
Coke Company
The Timaru Gas Coal & Coke Co
Dannevirke Gas Co Ltd
The Paparoa Coal Mining
Company Ltd
"Exhibited 4/8/11" signed by
the manager

THE LATE )RS MONEY’'S WILL.

Under the will of the lzte Mrs AL W.
Money of Chrisic hnrch. in nddlt-on to
Jarge sums left to religions and chari-
iab Je institutions in England and te
aamereus relatives and tnona tha fol-
lowing local instituiions will " benefit:
..(gmbnmpuon Sanatorium ‘l(m Chil-
dren’s Heme New Brighton £2(08, So-
cielr for Protection of Women and
Children £100, Salvation Army Prison
Gate Mission £100. Salvation Anny
Rescpe Home £100, Salvatizn Army
Maternity Home £160, Young Women's
Christian  Assaciation  £200,  Chiist-
church Prison Gate Mission £260, o
dizzor's Ceal spd Bln.lket Fund L1,
Seciciy for the Prevention of Cruclty
to Azimak _ﬂ‘ in'"hcan Churci AMaert
diissica Fu g £30.

Mr J. H. Scager and Mr Aifrcd Car-
penter, neph Tew of the deceascd. aro the
exacutors ender the will.

Lyttelton Times 7 Sept 1910

£100 for the Mayor's Coal &
Blanket Fund - this was set up
in 1897 and was the fore-runner
of the Mayoral Fund.
To provide coal and blankets to
those in need in winters
In 1903 362 tons coal and 150
blankets were distributed
In 1943 179 tons of coal and 436
blankets were distributed



________________ 57 . tons Sorer 0 .
ﬁ;u ~ Paparoa 4{ Unscresned -Coal in
Ceali e trucks ~Small -
execution of your esteemed order went forward per m
on / 4‘“ mst Lt '

Trusting same w/l/ turn out to your satlsfactlon and
:‘SO/IOItII?g the oont/nuanoe of your orders.
Yours faithfully,
THE PAPAROA COAL MINING GO., LTD.,
G. TOWNSEND, Manager. .

SO

— .

i s

\IN ]
& G%\ .

King Edward VIII "2d inland post-card
Mailed Wellington 14 SP 1914 to Dalefield Daity Company,
Carterton advising one truck 1.5759 of Paparoa Unscreened Coal
sent by rail.

Dalefield Dairy Company was established in 1887 and was ptimaty a
cheese exporting enterprise. Closed down in 1947

Sk e n.., e S P & g .53.‘
§ i ”’E_%‘IQ—"" g
b e t %, (}ustom%ouqa
: s e o 9 ' i We//mgt(n
e . Our next Shipment of Paparoa Smokeless Coal will arrive

AL e R

INLAND POST-CARD.

(WITH REPLY CARD.)

»

King Edward VIII Y2d inland post- card with reply card
Mailed Greymouth 23 AP 15, further cancelled Wellington 26 AP 1915
to Dalefield Dairy Company, Carterton advising that Paparoa
Smokeless Coal would be artiving on S S Poherua about the 28th.

The Grey River Astgis records that the SS Poherua departed
Greymouth Port with 482 tons 6cwt Paparoa coal; 108 tons Brunner

coal; 7 tons North Brunner coal

S S Poherua was a2 Union Steamship Company colliet of 1125 gross

&

28th dnstant

in Wellington about
2 ex 8.8. POHERUA

Please advise your requirements on attached form.

THE PAPAROA COAL MINING GO., LTD.,

Y.

v

Per

_23rd April ... 1915

SR e

tons. Built in Croydon, England in 1908.

Shipping records from Westport and Greymouth as reported in the
weekly Coal Trade figures show that the S S Poherua called regularly
for coal and loaded for various companies - Liverpool; Brunner; North
Brunner, Westport Coal Company - and shipped to Wellington and
Wanganui. Return trips were often via South Island east coast ports
with general cargo.

Pattially broken down in Wellington in September 1923 and was
scuttled off Turkirae Heads on Cook Strait February 2, 1924




Roa Mine

The development of the mine involved the construction of 2 miles of centre line railway from Blackball to Roa, 50 chains of endless rope incline haulage, two tunnels [20
and 53 chains], a viaduct 12 chains long and coal bins to hold 4500 tons [the largest in the South Island]. The first coal was shipped in November 1909 with production
increasing steadily to a peak in 1914. Operating costs wete high and the Company went into liquidation in 1915.

Mining continued on a smaller scale until 1930 when the Paparoa Coal Company built a very steep aerial tramway from the top of the main incline to the outcrop of the
No. 1 seam. In 1930 also, the No.2 seam reopened by workings to the notth but this was flooded in 1940 and abandoned.

Roa Photographs dated 1936
Left: Ropeway looking up to Mine mouth
Centre: Ropeway looking down to Roa Bins
Right: Miners hut at Soldier's Creek, Roa
Below Left: Viaduct on Roa - Blackball Railway
Below Right: Exhibitor photo 2004 of Roa Viaduct




Roa Mine - incline ropeway haulage to Mine "Roa Chimney"
[from "Grey District Coal Miming in Photographs"  Photo by Stewart Nimmo as greetings card
History House 2015 This is preserved - it was the chimney for the
ventilation shaft

Greetings from Soldier's Creek ¢ 1910
Photograph by Joseph Divas

He arrived from Prague in 1909 and worked at
the Blackball Mine. He later worked [and
photographed] at Waiuta, Denniston, Big River
and Roa. A book "Through the Eyes of a
Miner: The Photography of Joseph Divis"
by Simon Nathan.

It is noted that he always tried to get himself in
the Photographs - He is the man with the
bicycle




License to prospect for Coal 1928

REGISTERED ™ office of Mining Registrar,

Hokwika, at ‘7[) Ao, an the_ 7{—7 L’/‘
Ty 7 7 Dy i &

day of AR/, 1928, as No. 2717 /925 [Form No. 13

EL 04 L

; = 5 _ Under the Coal-mines Act, #908.
M /\'('(;:5.‘!/'1 i V
ILICEN SEzﬁ? /QL/&PROSPE)'C;I'{F(OR COAL.

L AL L

P / : 1825 ;
URSUANT fo the Coal-mines Act, 88, 1, the undersigned,

¥illiem Meldrum Esquire , Warden of the Westland
{9 ifull name, Mining District, do hereby grant to® SYINEY HOWMAN of Paparoa,Miner

residence, and
occupation.

ewwr o st

this license to prospect for coal in respect of the land deseribed in the First Schedule hereto.

: : ! This license is granted for a term of one year, commencing on the date hereof, subject

: to the payment of a rental of sixpence per acre or fractional part of an acre per annumu, pay-

4 N 0 4717 g able half-yearly in advance ; and also to the terms, conditions, reservations, and provisions

{ % = ! set out in the aforesaid Act, its amendments, and regulations made thereunder, and to such

: - additional terms, conditions, reservations, and provisions as are specified in the Second

i ; \ Schedule hereto.

; + sbrery, 1928, | ‘ _ ,

; Dated 18th Fe = ‘ In witness zfereof I have subscribed my nzm?xg,aud affixed the seal of the Warden’s
{ i g i &7 ol A 3 )

: Court ot SR T/ this & day of \TEL LA 199 ¥

\

1995 | Consented to on this /£ day of & pE199 &
Under the Coal-mines Act, F968. L Y50 : /,/&& 2- //LW//{//VL
& ¢ Z Miuister of Mines.

r 5 FIRST SCHEDULE.
e (a (%) State il:ignated All that area of land®in the Westland Mining District,
L : WARDEN : f E',l:“’n.;n u‘a‘%;?.‘.‘ it containing by admeasurement Zorty-three .cres == roodsand == perches,

land, natureof lease. ore or less, situate® in Blocks X and XI Kanieri Survey District, as
e 1 g)l:';':';;ss":ﬁ?:); same is more particularly described on plan drawn hereon,edged red.

; Districs, and also e -
] state if land is with-
to ! in State Forest, S SRR i S S S S s
0 . g i National Endow-
X 5 ment, or Education
Endowment, &o.

-

SECOND SCHEDULE.
The Licensee( shall commence vigorous prospecting operations on the land within
one month(®) of the date of the grant hereof and shall expend not less than
£ 20 = ~ per month on such prospecting during the currency of the license.

SYDNEY HOWMAN .

B

A report of the work done and the results obrained therefrom shall be forwarded to the

Inspector of Mines for the district at the end of every three months during the currency of
i for Coal : pe -
License to prospect for Coal. . Bhe Tiaanse.

The Licensee(s) shall deposic the sum of £ § = - as security for the compliance
with the conditions of the license, to be forfeited in the event of non-compliance.

{9 Set out sddition- ¥’ X
al terms, &c., if any.

a.

A, ¢, Pilkington, : = ;
Solicitor for Applicant e o

: - Hokitikse .’ . /{&/ﬁ&&w

Satl Warden.

," /i

— == = St ok - __ -, pr s il 500/10/24—14807]

Sydney Howman was a coal miner at Roa [address given as Paparoa] and applied for this prospecting license in February 1928 which was approved and signed by
George Anderson, Minters of Mines [April 15, 1921 to November 28, 1928]. Tt is reported in 1927, that he broke his leg playing rugby for Brunner at Nelson Creek
and was admitted to Grey Hospital. A Social was held in nelson Creek in his support.



Coal Creek - Discovery & Development - Runanga - Dunollie and State Coal No. 1

January 1874:  Samples from seams at Coal Creek wete brought by packhorse to offices of Moss & Company, Insurance agents, and investors were sought.

January 1874:  Batty tales up coal leases in Coal Creek area - Greymouth Coal Creek Company - lapsed through inactivity

January 1876:  Lease taken up by Rose & Fowler, then joined by Wallace & Holdet proposed Coal Creek Coal Mining and Railway Company Ltd

January 1877:  George McKenzie made fitst attempt to work coal in the Coal Creek Falls area but this failed as insufficient capital for a railway

July 1882: Leases in Lower and Upper Coal Creek taken up by Coal Creek Coal Company - 1036 acres - capital to be £100,000 - £60,000 raised

June 1889: Cobden Railway & Coal Company [March 1889], purchased lease from Coal Creek Coal Syndicate applies to construct raitway to Cobden

March 1893:  Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company formed in London - capital £200,000 and apply for railway construction approval.

April 1895: Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company purchase Cobden Railway and Coal Company & Leases now 6000 acres v

October 1895: Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company purchase Grey Valley Coal Company acquiring the Brunner Lease.

March 1896:  Brunner Mine Disaster

October 1898: Cobden Bridge completed.

February 1901:Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company start negotiations for sale of Railway and Coal Creek Leases to Government - the cost of
Litigation from the Brunner Disaster the Coal Creek railway and the Cobden Bridge depleted reserves. In receivership.

15 March 1902: Government purchase announced under State Coal Mines Act 1901

May 1904: Railway completed between Dunollie and Greymouth Port

June 1904:  First coal exported from Point Elizabeth Mine - State Coal No.1.

1d Queen Victoria on brown card [Samuel AA6c] Vatiety
"No Stop" after "ZEALAND" and "SIDE"
From National Bank - Christchurch 6 NO 94 addressed to

: St Xy Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway & Coal Company
¢ INL/AND A N D A STRALIA : ‘ Wellington, received "B" Class 7 NO 94

POST 2

— :
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NEW ZEALAND
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JOHN MILL & CO

AGENTS FOR THE

Grepmonth-Point Elizabeth Railfway &

Advertising envelope John Mill & Co agents for the RATTRAY STREET WHARF.

"Greymouth-Point Elizabeth Railway & Coal Company Ltd" L =
ON SALE: -

Brunner Coal.

Y2 d postage [second class mail] cancelled Dunedin 7 JE 99 5 (Nuts.

. Coke.
Promoting "Brunner Nuts" R Five Ericks. _m )
»  Fire Clay. g :

Fire Tiles, for Bake

The Brunner Mine had been bought by the Company in 1895 Ovens, Ranges, &
Grates made to M /W
any size. -

John Mill was a Director of the Union Steamship Company Coalbrookdale Coal. :

Newcastle Coal. / /

All kinds Lignite Coal® i
and Firewood.

BRUNNER NUTS ForR SMITHY PURPOSES SPECIALLY PREPARED.




Mt E G Pilcher, Secretary of the Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company Ltd, was appointed as the New Zealand agent for the Receiver
appointed by the High Court in England. During 1895, the Company had bought out the Grey Valley Coal Company and the Cobden Railway and Coal Company. The
Brunner Mine Disaster of March 1896 resulted in significant Litigation costs. The Company was in financial difficulties in 1899 aggravated by the cost of the Cobden
Bridge and requested an extension of time for the railway construction - this was declined. The Company failed to reconstruct itself and raise sufficient capital to continue
and was placed in Receivership in November 1900.

In regard to the Greymouti*Point Eliza- ——
beth railway and Coal Cresk mines, ‘which :
also embrace the Brunnér mine, Mr. E.
@. Pilcher, of Wellington, has (says the

Grey River Argus) issued the following :
c'u'c\);ln.r under g:ate 30th October : —*] Free Franking NZ
have tobgive g'lou tﬁomi izlhat g?]m inl; Treasury

formed cable that Lydstond, Josep .

Langmead, Esg., of London, has been [introduced August 1899]
appointed by the High Court of Justice

in England Receiver on behalf of the Envelope seal

Greymouth-Point Elizabeth Railway and
Coal Company (ll:imiped'}. Further, that
Mr. Langmead has appointed me to be
his agent as such Receiver. I have there-
fore taken formal possession of ail the
property of the company, which has
thereby ceased to carry on business, and
any further dealings which may take
place with you must be understood to be
not in any sense on behalf of the com-
pany but on behalf of the Receiver for i
the prior lien debenture-holders,—Vours £
faithfully, E. G. Pilcher.”

Evening Post 17 November 1900

THE GREYMOUTH-POINT ELIZABETH
RAILWAY & COAL CO,, LTD
WELLINGTON N.Z

From Envelope
flap

Three On Public Service Only Treasury envelopes with free franking,
mailed Wellington May 30 1902; 7 AU 02; 24 OCT 02.

All to the Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company Ltd

& On_Pyfidaservick |Only. |
3 ;i R
Mr E G Pilcher was a prominent Wellington citizen being President

'.'_’_H e b ' i
el , P \ -
1902 I \
G
or Secretary of both the Operatic Society and Cycling Club.

W @ He was elected Vice-President of the Philatelic Society of New
4

Zealand in December 1901 and President of the Wellington

_77/ g Philatelic Society in 1902,

e
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Scan part of "Plan of the Grey Coalfield" dated 1908 [in exhibitor's library]
Shows the Greymouth-Point Elizabeth Railway, Cobden Bridge, Runanga Village, State Coal Mine workings
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Workings in 1 Trial Survey for the railway to Rewanui cartied out but later altered as an extension from Dunollie
Coal

. 2 Township Reserve set aside for building near Coal Creek Falls [did not eventuate]
Areas with Coal

3 Shows Lease at Brunner as Greymouth Point Elizabeth Railway and Coal Company Ltd. When the
Company was bought by State Coal, the Brunner leases were not included - The Brunner trademark remained until

sold to the St Kilda Mine operated by Tyneside Coal Company 4

State Coal Mine
Resetve

5 Tramway for the Dunollie sawmill - State owned



Coal Creek Falls

In 1895, the original settlement area for miners was planned as "Kotare" just o»
upstream from the Coal Creek Falls where it was thought the coal would be
mined from the seams discovered there. This is still shown on the 1908 map
as shown.

NUNANBA
Vikidawe /

Coal Creek Falls - a 7m wide waterfall was a popular swimming and picnic area
initially accessed by a horse track from Runanga. It was and remains a popular
scenic area.

Detail from 1908 map

"Coal Creek Falls, Greymouth N.Z."
Divided back postcard, Printed in Saxony
"] Ring Photographer"

James Ring was a Greymouth Photographer who took
over the business from W H Perkins in January 1881
having worked for 2 years in the business. The firm had
been operating since 1867. Ring received many awards for
his photographs and his negatives represent a priceless
archive for the West Coast. Later became Ring & Inkster.

A M E S R I N G
J

PHOTOGRAPHER,
MAWHERA QUAY, GREYMOUTH
{Late Perkins )

SIX CARTE DE VISITES, 12s. 6o,

MR JAMES RING, baving completed the
termy of his engagement with Mr Williams,
begs to inform theinhabitants of Greymouth
and surrounding district that he has made
arrapgements to take over the Photographic
Studio lately conducted by Mr Perking, Maw.
hera Quay, and trusts by good work, speedy
execution, and MODERATE CHARGES, tc
merit a share of the support so liberally
awarded to his predecessor,

Grey River Argus January 14, 1881

Right: Coal Creek Falls Stewart Nimmo Photograph
2003 as Greeting card

(
|
r
(
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Townships - Runanga & Dunollie

In 1895, the original settlement area for miners was planned as "Kotare" just upstream from the

Coal Creek Falls where it was thought the coal would be mined from the seams discovered there.

This is still shown on the 1908 map.
Dunollie

In early 1901, there was almost no settlement in Dunollie where a few tents and shacks were near the
eventual site of the Dunollie Hotel. By eatly 1902, activity at the State Mine site was increasing and
timber being milled especially by the to be State-owned Dunollie sawmill. Shacks started to replace the
tents but conditions were still primitive. The land had been bought by Alex McDougal as a speculation
hoping that the Government would purchase it at a profit. He wanted £6000 but Seddon refused. The
site was actually better than that at Runanga. There was a small store and boarding house by December
1902. The first houses were constructed in 1903, one was for the Mine manager. McDougal auctioned

his sections December 22, 1903 but only 32 of the 160 were sold.

6474. Dunollie State Mine neag Greymouth. N. Z. - Muir & Moodie

P

VY B

Detail from 1911 Map Greymou

[In exhibitor's library]
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"All these little huts
are where men batch
in as some would
rather batch than
board"

6474 "Dunollie, State Mine, neat Greymouth West Coast NZ." Muir
& Moodie divided back postcard from their Copyright Seties of Views.
"Phototyped in Austria"

View shows the State owned Dunollie Sawmill with tramway to the right
and Railway to Mine in centre

"Dunollie, State Mine, near Greymouth West Coast NZ." Muir &
Moodie divided back postcard from their Copyright Series of Views.
"Made in Germany"

The view shows the railway just completed but not ballasted and the

Dunollie Hotel. The site was cleared in February 1904, a license granted

7 June 1904 [the miners were opposed] Opened for business 1 July 1904
complete with patlour, billiard room and all usual hotel facilities.

6470. Dunollie, State Mine, near Greymouth.

West Coast, N. Z,




"Good Luck From Dunollie" tinsel coated novelty divided
back postcard series 560 Made in Germany.

Dated 27-12-1908, Auntie B writes:
"Jack now working down the Mine"
The Settlement was always known as Dunollie and the Mine as
"Dunollie State Mine" - the State Mine office was moved from

Greymouth to Dunollie in 1908.

The Post Office was initially Runanga but changed to State
Collieries reflecting the State ownership

Runanga

Seddon bought 90 acres 90 acres from H J Bignall for Runanga at a cost of £500 who had started to mill timber in the area. The site was described a "primeval rimu
forest and swamp " with 2 streams that eventually required 19 bridges. Sections were allocated from 25 January 1904 but plans were submitted in March 1904. The
State built some miner accommodation 1907-1909 but the policy changed in 1910 with the Mines Department having nothing more to do with housing. A school was

built in 1905-1906; the Library in 1907: Co-operative Store and Miners Hall in 1908.

Divided back postcard "Township Runanga" Used from Totara Flat [42 km NE
Greymouth] 10 FE 16, with 2 x %2d KGV War Tax overprints.
Issued by A E Kilgour, Greymouth

Message in part: I am having quite an enjoyable time in Westland, I am expert
rider and driver, the weather is glorious, eating plenty of Mushrooms. "

View shows the school centre left - opened Januaty 26, 1906.
The site for the Miner's Hall is still not cleared [April 1907]

A school reserve was established when the township was
surveyed. In December 1904, Greymouth Education decided to
build a large school. the site was cleared in March 1905 and
construction started August 24, 1905.

o

Issued by A, E. KILGOUR, GREYMOUTH
The Up to date Bookseller & Stationer,
A E Kilgour took over the business of Chris. Smith in April 1907

as Bookseller, Stationer and Fancy Goods Importer. He remained
in business until January 1933

Postcard must be dated from April 1907



The Cooperative Store

Many of the miners had come from areas in Britain where co-operative stores were well established and were aware of the benefits to could bring to working people. A
committee was formed in April 1905 and constriction completed in 1906. The store was destroyed by fire in 1912 and a new one built in just 2 months. One of the
features of the co-op store was a bread delivery service. New Zealand had not issued its own cutrency and was still dependent on British coins and there was often a
shortage of penny and half-penny coins. To overcome this, the Runanga Co-operative store issued bread tokens which could be bought in bulk and used to pay for
Bread - 4 - 2 or 1 pound loaf. The Brass %2 Ib Load tokens had a hole punched through so they could be kept on a string

Y4lb Loaf Token 2lb Loaf Token
Aluminium 23mm, blank reverse Brass 25mm similar design on reverse

The Miner's Hall

In early 1905, shortly after the Runanga Miner's Union was formed, Bob Semple proposed that the miners should build their own co-op store and hall. A site was
cleared in April 1907. The hall w as the first built on a co-operative basis with the Union combining with their employer, the State to finance its construction. The grand
opening was December 2, 1908 and a special train brought hundreds of guests with 800 attending the banquet. A toast was proposed to "International Consolidated
Labour" reflecting the general philosophy of the people present. The Hall, with the well-known slogans painted was a feature of the town until destroyed by fire in 1937.




Postal Matters:

The first postal facilities at Runanga wete provided by Mr Thomas Batty who conveyed correspondence between the State Mine Office and Greymouth from September
1903 - this was done at no cost but a setvice to the community pending better arrangements. Thomas Batty was the agent for the Greymouth Evening Standard and
Canterbury newspapets. The railway from Dunollie was opened 1 may 1904 and on April 30, 1904, a posting box was erected at the State Coal Mines Office [Dunollie]
and Mr W Hall, Mines accountant was in charge of the private bag despatch between the Mine and Greymouth Post Office. The Mail Bag was catried by the railway
engine driver who was met by a Post Office clerk and mail bags exchanged daily.

Runanga - State Collieries - Dunollie

The first Post Office in the district was opened in charge of Mr John Masters at his store at Dunollie in January 1, 1905, under the name of "Runanga' Money
Order and Savings bank facilities were added August 16, 1905 and a telephone office and telegraph bureau on August 22, 1905. This Runanga Office was issued with an
"E" Class datestamp. Startup states that the office was renamed State Collieries July 16, 1906. The address by Hon Arthur Guinness at the opening of the new Post
Office building in 1911 at Dunollie stated "The designation of this office was altered to 'State Collieries' on the Ist August, 1906 and a new post office with the
name "Runanga" was opened at the railway station two days later" This is confirmed by the report in the Grey River Argus on August 3rd 1906.

Postcard of Essenden Victoria addressed:

"c/- C G McDonald Coal Creek State Mine Greymouth”
"per § S Wimmera"

Transit Greymouth "A" Class 30 JE 05,
Received Runanga "F" Class 1 JL 05 [unrecorded by Wooders].

McDonald is listed in Stone's Directory 1909 forRunanga as "Miner"

S S Wimmera was a small passenger steamship [3022 tons] built in
Scotland 1904 for an Australian firm. It hit a mine 26 June 1918 off the
Cape Matia van Diemen North of New Zealand with loss of 26 lives
out of 151 on board. The wreck was discovered in 2010.

q:tmlﬁ '!'Lribymbngﬁ(na(’l..ﬁno p P S S P ¢ . '
S i . The Post Office at the State Mine

" and usually known as ‘‘Runanga’ will

in future be named ‘‘State Collieries.”

A Post Office is also now open 2at

the Railway Station to be named
“‘Runanga.’’

It is also intended at an early date
‘to provide at the Railway Station a
telephone office -and bureau and also
Money Order and Savings Bank
branches. W TR

As the two offices .are within one
mile of one another and settlement is
spreading in all directions it behoves
residents to see their letters are pro-
perly addressed to one office or the
.other. = Letters addressed - simply
“State Mine’”’ and without the name
of an office are liable to be treated as
insufficiently addressed and be return-
ed direct to the sender. -

Grey River Argus 3 Augu‘st i906

F N oS
(Photos courtesy Alexander Turnbull Library

First Post Office.




State Collieries Post Office used 2 "B" Class datestamp. The postal facilities remained under John Masters at his store but was transferred to the State Coal Mines
Office when this was moved from Greymouth to Dunollie [State Collieries] on August 11, 1908.

The name was changed to Dunollie October 11, 1926 closing March 17, 1928.

40C15 15 FE 23

State Collieries "B" Class

Postcard "Morrison's Haven Prestonpans” Scotland mailed MY 22 11
addressed: "c/- Wonthaggi P O State Mines New Zealand"

Received Greymouth "B" Class 5 JL 11 and Taxed Double
deficiency 1d. Sent on and annotated:

"Not State Collieties NZ" "Try Victoria Australia"

Wontthaggi and the State Coal Mine came into being in 1910 and
supplied coal to the Victoria railways

Prestonpans is a small mining town near
Edinburgh. Coal mining started in 1210 and was
probably the earliest coal mining in Britain
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Dunollie Post Office was reopened for just 6 months July 1 to
December 24, 1948. This was a Public Wotks Camp
investigating the possibility of reopening the former Point
Elizabeth No. 1 Mine. Itused a "J" Class 33.5mm datestamp.

Wooders classes as rarity "10"

2NO 48

S |

Dunollie 16 NO 48 to Christchurch

The Point Elizabeth No. 1 State Mine closed down March 19, 1920 having produced 2.4 million tons. A party of cooperative mines wotked the coal pillars
until 1929. The Public Works Department set up 2 Camp near the abandoned mine in June 1948. 20 men under 3 engineers from the Mines Department
spent 6 months exploring the workings of the mine and drilling bore holes to determine the feasibility of establishing an open cast mine. The conclusion
reached in the Report dated March 17, 1949 was unfavourable as the coal was considered too deep and the cost of overburden removal too high.




Runanga Post Office

Officially, the Runanga Post Office opened July 16, 1906 when the 'Runanga’ office at Dunollie was renamed State Collieries.
The Runanga Railway Station was opened in May 1906 and it was stated that a Post Office would be opened. Newspaper
Reportts indicate that the Runanga Post Office was opened August 3, 1906. The Grey River Argus states that Money

Order and Savings Bank facilities would be opened on August 16, 1906.

The first postmaster and stationmaster was Mr Patrick McDonnell - he died after being run over by a train on July 27, 1907

T'he station at Runanaga is o beopen-
ed this week, and a post office is to be
established there. It 1s to b choped that
a money-order offico and savings bank
will be opened in connection with the
post office, as the want of it is keenly felt
by the residents here.

Greymouth Evening Star May 1, 1906

Subsequent post & station masters wete G Marsh [July 27 1907]; Mt H F Neale [20 August 1907}; Mt P G Taylor [19 July 1910]; Mt C F Lancaster [17 August 1910].

An addition is being mado fo the
Runanga  railway station in  eonnee
tion with the Postal and Money Or-
der Office and Telephone Bureau. The
Postal branch was opened last week,
but no doubt some time will elapse be-
fera the Money Onler Oice is opened.
The want of this ofies is very keenly
felt, so it is fo be heped that matters
in this dircetion will be Lurriel on by
the Tostal and Railwav Departmenis.

Greymouth Evening Star

The building has been a disgrace to

ruch a large and important district as
Runanga for a length of time, the postal
and railway business having to be tran-
sacted in a small, poky room with ne
privacy whalever,
quired is a new and up-to-date post office
guite apart from the railway buildings and
a separate staff, ..~ SR

What is really re-

Greymouth Evenilig Star
December 16, 1909

August 7. 1906

The Runanga railway Station ¢ 1909 with the Post Office addition at left
[From Alexander Turnbull Library]

At the official opening of the New Post The Post Office building at Runanga,

Office building, 18 November 1911, the

Postmaster ] P O'Reilly remarked on the

remarkable increase in business.

In 1905, 6830 items were posted and
15,740 items delivered

In 1910, 74,590 items were posted and
104.900 items delivered.

A letter-carrier service was commenced

May 24, 1909 replacing an irregular

delivery service by telegraph message boy

that started June 18, 1908

which was opened on Saturday afternoon,
lears on. the front gable the wouds
“Runanga Post Office.” . Lower down
above the letter-box opening there is a
small tablet anouncing that money-order
lL.usiness is transacted there. Dut there
is no notification that the office is open to
transact telegraph work or that it is a
telephione burean. Yet such is the case as
the business done there shows that it is
very much needed, for all the branches of
the postal, telegraphic and telephone work.

Greymouth Evening Star
November 20, 1911

Photo from West Coast History - attrib Bill ohnson

Runanga Post Office closed March 30, 1992.
Datestamps:

The "F" Class 'Runanga’' datestamp was transferred to the new office from Dunollie. It was replaced by "J'"" Class 29mm in 1934 which was used until the office

closed. Relief datestamps are known in 1934 and 1948
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Runanga "F" Class
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Runanga "F" Class 2 JL 30 index 2 on 1d Admiral
Runanga "F" Class 9 NO 31 index 2 on 2d KGV

E W Hall was a pharmaceutical herbalist in Christchurch with an

expensive mailing list and 152 page sales catalogue. The archive of his
mail is a valuable record of New Zealand Post Office markings

Skeleton Relief Datestamp 15 JE 34
Index 2
['F" Class being replaced
Skeleton Relief Datestamp 28 MY 49
index 1
["J" Class repair]
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Runanga "J" Class 29mm datestamp Mail Index 1-3




P.0.—63A IN REPLYING PLEASE QUOTE

THE NUMBER HEREUNDER.

Letter from M K Cuthill, postmaster Runanga Telephone No.

headed Post Office Runanga 27 April 1972 on
New Zealand Post Office stationery Form 63-A

Extension:

Post Office,
RUNANGA.

Sent in New Zealand post Office envelope with
Official Paid cancelled Runanga 27 AP 72.

Mrs I.M. Hunt
Mrs Isobel Hunt was another of the pioneer g

¢ Box 1871,
women postmark collectors - here seeking a CHRISTCHURCH.
Registered Letter and a photograph of the post
Office.

Desr Mrs Hunt,
This group of women collectors [Mrs Doris

. : | I spologise for the delay in fulfilling
Ismsgoﬁs’Mrgvemanc's’Mtswalker’Mts your request for & registered article and receipt,
sobel Hunt, Betty Brown and Ivy Perty] were but I have been endeavouring to obtein a photograph
actively collecting from 1948 and their

of this Post Office for your collection, I heve
been unsucessful in doing this, so took & snap with
my own camera end heve been waiting until ell the

contribution to New Zealand postmark
knowledge has never been properly

acknowledged. Examples of their covers exist film has been exposed. Unfortuneately one of my
in every New Zealand postmark collectot's children menaged to get at the camera and hes exposed
material. the whole film to light.

However i have teken your address asnd will
and will fowward a photo as soon as I can,

Yours feithfully,

K/ 748
M.K. Cuthill)
Postmaster.




Point Elizabeth No. 1 Mine - Dunollie State Mine

The Point Elizabeth No. 1 Mine was situated at the end of Herd Street in Dunollie. On 31 January 1902, the Government gazetted the cancellation of they Coal
leases in eth Coal Creek area and established a much large State Coal Mine Reserve which abutted the exiting leases of Greymouth-Pointe Elizabeth Railway & Coal
Company [Brunner lease]; Blackball Freehold lease and the Paparoa Coal Mining Company extending up to Ten-Mile Creek and including Seven Mile Creek. On Match
15, 1902 the construction of the Railway was taken over by the Public Works Department.

On May 5, 1902, Mr ] Hayes finished laying out the sutvey for the mine opening work and the drive of No.1 Tunnel was started on May 6th on the South side
nearest to Coal Creek. Three shifts wotked to drive the tunnel 12 chains [240 meters] to the coal seam. By March 1903, each of the 4 Tunnels was making good progress
with 50 men employed on this task, the ropeway was being cleared to the railway and the Manager's House [Jos Herd] was built. By July 1903, over 400 men were
employed.

The No.2 Tunnel struck the Seam on August 20, 1903 and mining commenced. By October, ventilation shafts as been driven into the workings and 500 tons of
coal had bee stockpiled. The Bins were completed February 26th, 1904 using timber from the Pollock & Lee Sawmill that the State had taken over in 1903.

On December 23, 1903 a new seam was discovered separated by 4m of fireclay - both "bottom" and "top" seams were to be worked. The ropeway was competed
and ballasted and ropes installed and coal tubs ready for use.

On February 18, 1904 three tons were taken for testing on the Greymouth tug "Westland" with highly satisfactory results. On May13, the tails over the Dunollie
viaduct were laid and on May 27, 1904, the first loads were railed out to Greymouth Port for testing on HMS "Psyche" By June 15, 1904, 1400 tons had been produced
and tested again and found very satisfactory for gas production and railway use. By March 1905, storage bins of 2000 tons capacity had been completed. State Coal
depots were established in Wellington [April 1906], Christchurch [July 1906], Wanganui [May 1907] and Dunedin [July 1908]. The Bins were extended in March 1909

The Inspector of Mines in his Report October 23, 1913 stated that thete was only 4 years of life left because of the converging faults. The mine was closed
March 19, 1920 having produced 2.4 million tons. Peak Production was in 1910 with 213,000 tons produced and 476 men employed. The record daily output was
1030 tons in January 1918.

6474. D

unollie State Mine near Greymouth. N. Z. Muir & Moodie N

"l&c@em %@ ?Zm hcz?w%um

"Dunollie State Mine near Greymouth

o7 Fe Blate 2r2era . S N Z" Divided back by Muir & Moodie
Message: "Runanga 6/5/07"

(Qal% e 7o T #wafzf ""This is another view of the
33/75, 9§ ecvo ikl M“M = o surroundings about the State Mine.

You cannot see any portion of the
Mine. The big shed is the sawmill

rue coklapinn By ! belonging to the Mine."”

Scan of part of 1911 Map of Greymouth Coalfield

Shows the 4 Tunnels, Power House, Bins and
Tramway. The geological faults can be seen as is the railway
up to Rewanui and Liverpool Mine




New Zealand State Coal Mines
Plan of the
Point Elizabeth Colliery
James Bishop MIME, Manager
Signed R C Muir Authorised Surveyor 5.6.08

Appended to 1908 Report to House of Representatives,
Minerals and Mining "State Coal Mines" [45 x 85cm]
In Exhibitor's Library

No. 2 Tunnel

LENGINE TARAENCINE
% HOUSE ,,95_’{}‘ @ &
X

Tramway

\
N3 TUNNEL /
Bore Hole ]

e e No. 2-8¢ction /

No.4
Tunnel

No. 2 Mairr—
Dip

Manager's
House

LAMPF amp
SWELTER SHED

AVMINTHL

No. 1 Section

Main No. 1

The Repott by Mr Bishop highlighted total production 233, 497 tons
131,000 tons from No.1 Section and 102,000 from No. 2 Section.

There was 218,000 tons put to market with Railways 87,000 tons;
Private companies and Shipping Companies 65,000 tons and other
Government Departments 47,000 tons.

The average production was 900 tons per working day.

Employed were 299 men underground and 79 above ground - total
378 men

/
74
Dip \ /
Coal Creek 3 /

Bore Holes



Coal Creek. Greymouth

"Coal Creek. Greymouth"

Undivided back postcard "J.Ring's" annotated "1/3/05"

2

- New Zealand Post-Card .

Message:

"... you see these falls as you go to the state mine. They are
about halfway on the seven mile road."

Rapahoe [often referred to as "Seven-Mile" at the mouth of the
Seven Mile Creek. Surveying up the creek started in 1906 resulting in
a railway, mine [Liverpool State] and settlements of Rewanui and
Upper Rewanui

Message in "Mirror Writing" with "S § Poherua" on picture side.

S L L]

Aloortanl

SS Poherua, 746 tons cargo/passenger was built in 1890 by W Harkness & Son
of Middlesborough, for the Union Steam Ship Company for the coal trade.
Stripped and scuttled in Cook Strait in 1924,

- =

N AT

6474. Dunollie State Mine near Greymouth. N. Z. Muir & Moodie

DUNOLLIE.

6474 "Dunollie State Mine near Greymouth N Z" Muir & Moodie
divided back. Mailed from Greymouth 6 PM 9 MR 1909 [machine
cancellation, %2 d postage to Wellington.

The Grey River Argus reports that the SS Poherua departed Greymouth
7 PM 9 March 1909 with mail for "Wellington and Notth"

"Dunollie" Divided back postcard from "Universal Post card Co.
Dunedin." "Printed in Britain"

View shows the coal loading facility, the storage bins and the coal yard
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i 6473. Dunollic State Mine, near Greymouth N. Z.  Muir & Moodie

A

6573 Dunollie State Mine, near Greymouth N.Z."
Muir & Moodie divided back postcard from their Copyright Series
of Views. Phototyped in Austtia

The view shows the Bins, coal loading facilities and marshalling yard
that were completed in March 1905. The Tramway is at right centre
with the Engine House and Blacksmith shop. One rake of "Q:

Class wagons waits for the locomotive while 4 empties are waiting.

"1. State Collieries, Loading Bins Dunollie N Z"
Divided back postcard "Printed in Saxony"
Issued by John Ward, Runanga

W s

A .
AN OA AN G 4]
- New Zealand Post Card " | e
h’ftxmu_,f,{jyu?a, a sincle s e

\/74 gt thac OO (K

Space for Correspogidents Space for Address

Headed * ’Runanga 172/10"
Message: "This is the state mine about a 1/2 mile from Runanga"

John Ward, Runanga

JOHN WARD,

Bookselter, Stationer and Fancy Good:
Repository,

TAYLOR ST. : : : BRUNNERTON

McGOWAN ST. : : : : RUNANGA

l)llil'lCT Agent Zealandia and Oriox

Ranges, Dunlop Tyres, Rubbe:

Heels and Bicycle Requisites, Schoo

_; ‘J‘LE A
TE™ m

- amem . we

and  Nursery Requisites,  Crockery
Lampware,  Fishing Tackle, Paten
Medicines.  Orders  booked for al
kinds of Inglish and Colonial News
papers or Magazines ; also Printing anc
Advertising Agent. Enquirve prices anc
vou will find the cheapest house on th
Coast.-  United Insurance Coy. risk Coast.
accepted at lowest carrent raies,

Greymouth Evening Star

January 14, 1909

ad wpto-date stock of post-cards.

Greymouth Evening Star
September 29, 1909

Mr John Ward, stationer, Runanga, h
just opened a new line of nostcard viey
of Runanga and State Collieries, and |
invites the vesidents to inspect his Jarg

has the largest stock of these on the We.

Bottom right has "M&M N 80915" indicating a Muir & Moodie Photo

The view shows the extension to the Bins and storage completed in
March 1909. The tree stumps have all been removed and the new State
Mine Office building completed




The Runanga Socialists

It was the Blackball Strike of 1908 that brought Socialism and the trio of Bob Semple, Patrick Hickey and Pattick Webb to prominence. Hickey and Webb had been
dismissed from the mines at Denniston and found work, aided by Semple, at the Blackball Company Mine. This mine was the only one where 'Crib Time' [time set to eat
lunch in the Mine] was 15 minutes [an arrangement agreed in the past allowing men to knock off 15 minutes early]. This was not an issue covered by the Arbitration Act
of 1890]. Hickey and Webb, assisted by Semple set up a Socialist Party in Blackball and looked to take advantage of the 'crib' issue and engineered the Blackball Strike.

Semple was the President of the Coal Creek Miners Union and a strong advocate for both unionism and socialism and the co-operative ideals. He was instrumental in
the creation of the Runanga Co-operative store in 1906 and the Miners Hall in 1908. The slogans on the Hall "United we Stand - Divide we Fall" "World's
Wealth for the World's Workers" "Not for a Race but for all Mankind" "The World is Our Countty, to do Good is our Religion" - gave a good idea of the Philosophy.

’ POST CARD

The Address only to bg: 3
Written Here.

Universal Post Card Co., Dunedin.

Runanga Unionists - Semple is seated 2nd left with
his dog. Photo from "The Great '08" P 95 with
S, T e R . J permission At opening of Runanga Minet's Hall 1908
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Postcard from Universal Post card Co., Dunedin. Mailed with %2 d KE from Gteymouth "B" Class 26 FE 12, received Motueka 20 FE 12. Message reads:

"Just paid a visit to this place today. The folk who work at this mine live at a place called Runanga. They call themselves Socialists.”



Patrick [Paddy] Charles Webb

As a result of his involvement

in coal-mining strike action in
Australia, Webb was blacklisted, and
in 1905, he moved to New Zealand
to seek work. He moved to the West
Coast, working in mines first on

the Denniston plateau and then

at Runanga.

Webb became involved with

the New Zealand Socialist Party,
and was an advocate for socialist
ideals. Webb scored a considerable
victory when he organised a

successful strike at a mine
in Blackball.

When the Labour Party won

the 1935 general election, Webb was
appointed to Cabinet by Michael
Joseph Savage, his old friend from
the mines in Australia. He was given
the position of Minister of Mines, a
role in which he pressed for the
nationalisation of the coal-mining
indus

Minister of Mines 1935-1945.

Office of the Minister of Mines
letterhead July 23, 1940
to JT Dove, Seddonville

Signed "P C Webb"

Minister of Mines

DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND

Oftice of the Minister of Mines,

WELLINGTON.

JULY,23rd. 1940.

Dear Sir:

APPLICATION FOR A LOAN OF £1,000.

Further to my lei;ter of the 11th. June, I
have given full consideration to a report submitted by
the Department on your proposal, and regret to state
that I have reached the conclusgion that the prospects
are not good enough to justify me in recommending the

Government to grant a loan of £1,000 for the purpose.

Yours faithfully,

@4 ebt

Minister of Mines.

> Mr.. JeTe Dove,
SEDDONVILLE,
Via WESTPORT.
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Letter from Jane Jenkins 25 Scalegill Rd, Moor Row [Cumbia NW England] dated 3 Dec [1908]

James Jenkins was employed as a miner in the State Coal Mine at Dunollie. He had arrived in New Zealand in
December 1906 with his brother John in response to the extensive advertising and promotion of a better life for
minets in New Zealand. Both Jenkins were employed by the Montreal Mining Company at Moor Row Cumbria
UK, which was an extensive iron mine with open cast and shafts.

It was not unusual for men to emigrate then send for their wives and family when they were settled. The letter from
Jane Jenkins confirming a firm of lawyers as witnesses was likely an application for assisted travel to New Zealand
with her 3 children. James Jenkins had a lease granted for a Section in Runanga in July 1908 and is listed in Stone's
Directory of 1909 as "miner"

6688 James Jeuking spolied fera
renewable lease over 1 rood, being Seo,
13, B k. XAIII, Ronanga Towuship.s

Grantad.,’
West Coast Times 16/7/1908




Shackelton Antarctic Expedition 1908-1909 - "Nimrod" - State Coal No. 1

The Government donated coal from State Coal No.1 Mine at Dunollie for the 1908-1909 British Antarctic Expedition under Ernest Shackelton. The coal was sent by
collier to Lyttelton where 255 tons were loaded on "Nimrod" and another 10 tons two days later total 265 tons. Departed December 1, 1908. When Nimrod returned in
March 1909, 82 tons remained in in bunkers. This was the Government response as the 1907 expedition received coal from the Westport Coal Company!

""Shackelton Outshacked en Route for the South Pole" "Vic" Coll: Capping carnival 1909" "ZAC" Photo Well. NZ" [Victoria College]

Real Photograph Postcard by "ZAC" - ] Zakatiah - his real photograph

postcards are unequalled in documenting the events and social occasions in

Wellington. Mailed at Wellington with %2 d Mt Cook stamp cancelled "C"
Class 26 JL 09 to Woodville.

Message: “This is a photo of the V C Motorcar. It was taken afier the concert we
gave for the unemployed. The car had been taken to pieces several times & s0 is a
bit frayed here & there. A man sat inside the tower part and turned a handle that
worked the wheels and 1 can tell you that ratchet arrangement kicked up a row. In
addition we had a man with a motor byke stationed behind the scenes and all the
explorers had horns. If you had not seen the programme with the songs I can let you have
a copy. The farce was very good — much beyond anything they have done before. My
performance came off as “Curtain raiser” In other words 1 fulfilled the humble, if usefu
offices of chief stage hand.”

The Concert for the Mayor's Unemployment Relief Fund was 17 July 1909

THE MOTOR CAR.
STATE CQ:"%L BN A COMMISSARIAT CONVEYANCE.
: N [T$ VALUE DEMONSTRATED.

The motor-car was a new venturs in
connection with polav exploration, and
when it was seen fo have come bhack
safely with the Nimrod, lashed securely
on the deck forward, there was natur-
ally a great deal of curiosity as to how
it had behaved. The car 18 an Arroi
Johnston, petrol driven "and specially
designed for work amongst the ice and
snow. Many moetor experts east doubt
upon the usefulness of sueh a ma-
chine in the polar regions, but experi-
‘ence soems to have proved them te
have been wrong,.

Lyttelton Times March 26, 1909
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e great event o e year am : b
students of Victoria College is the L LRy L AL K
Capping Carnival, which this year takes ” ’
place on the 24th and 25th June. PPSII'CC["L’OH Ilmvegotmymoneynsl'{:fottb
This year the carnival svetch is a skit t of thi. c What do think:
on the recent Antarctic Expedition, eu- au Sp/ af you
titled ‘‘Skackleton Ont-Shacked.”
Lyttelton Times March 26, 1909

"The dash for the South
, Pole" "Antarctic
MAILS AND GIFTS. . Expedition 1908"

A large mail was rent down by. th.
Nimrod for members of the shore gnrt'y: protested posteand so

.\’[r Kiotey hnving);ubmit_ted it_t& a details.

drastic process of elimination, in urder NG ”
to weed out unmnecessary pam 'hlets and Shows the "Nimrod”,
vther communieations sont aloog with Shackelton, Horse and dog
the sols object of securing the Kiryg and the Arrol Johnston

Edword’s Land post mark., . :
Christchurch Press December 2, 1908 vehicle




Derailment & Murder

ENGIXE AND FIVE COAL TRUCKS
DERAILED.

This afternoon at 2.30 o’clock a seriouns
vailway accident occurred on-the wharf,
.:l( mgside the side station on Mawhera
Juay.

At that hour an engine, with a large
number of trucks, togethcr with some
carriages, came fteamnne in  from  the
State Collieries.

When alongside the station, the engine
gave a sudden lurch, and was thrown
crossways on the rails.

Five trucks {fully loaded =~ with coal)
then left the rails, the one next to the
engine heing mermxned, and  the coal
emptied on “the ground.

The trucks ploughed into the ground
for a couple of feet, and then came to a
standstill.

It will take n considerable time to get
matters righted again.  Some of “the
tiucks appear to  be damaged & gread
deal.

The cause of the derailnient was that a
1ail had been removed “lnkt repalrs were
Leing effected.

When the accident, occum-d tllere was
a rush for the locality, and soon several
bundreds of people had gathered about.

Greymouth Evening Star
22 Tulv 1908

The Greymouth-Point Elizabeth Railway carried over 2.4 million
tons of coal from the State Mine between 1904 and 1920. In that
time, this was the only derailment of a coal train repotted

Derailment - Photograph James Ring [History-House Greymouth] July 22, 1908

Robbery & Murder November 9, 1917

A car being driven by John Coulthard with Isaac James, Mine Manager State

Colliery and William Hall chief pay clerk was held up at gunpoint on November 9,
1917. They were transporting the fortnightly pay of £3659/16/8d for workers at the

State Mine. The assailant shot and killed instantly, John Coulthard [son of the
previous Mine Managet] and shot William Hall who died of injuries December 28,
1917. The culprit was eventually arrested, tried convicted and hanged at Lyttelton
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Scan of part postcard addressed to
Miss A[nn] Coulthard John's sister
[Postcard is in Brunnerton section]

A committee was formed in Runanga November 8m 1918 to raise fund for 2 memorial

—————ee—
EXECUTION OF EGGERS.

———

MAINTAINED HIS INNOCENCE.

DEATH INSTANTANEOUS.

(Per Press Association.)

CHRISTCHURCH ,March 5

Frederick Willian® Fagcrﬂ convicted
of the murder of John Coulthard on
the West Coast was executed at Lyt-
telton to-day. -

His demenour on thé scaffold was
very firm

In a statement to thansheriff, which
the Press was unable to obtain except
in snatches, the murderer persisted
that he did not do the shooting.

Death was mstantaneous

Grey River Argus March 6, 1918

to John Coulthard and William Hall. It was unveiled June 7, 1921.
Photo 2002, Exhibitor & Elizabeth Marshall




Rewanui - State Mine Extension - State Collieries Extension - Point Elizabeth No. 2 Colliery - Liverpool State Mine - Siberia

State Coal Mines had taken over the coal leases in the Coal Creek area and declared a large area as State Coal Reserve on 30 January 1902. Geological sutveys of the area of
Seven Mile Creek were completed by November 1906 but further work was done in the Ten Mile Creek during 1907. In 1908, the colliery manager at Point Elizabeth
Colliery reported to Mines Department that recent work had confirmed an extensive un-faulted field of high quality coal in the ateas of Gatveys Creek, Seven Mile Creek
and ten Mile Creek Gorge. The Government was awate of the need for a new field and the Mines Department decided its next colliery would be up Seven Mile Creek at a
locality which would soon be known as Rewanui. The new mine would be Point Elizabeth No. 2 Colliery.

There were 6 major works requited and it was decided that all would be developed simultaneously:
Service Horse Tramway

Rewanui Incline Railway

Rope-road

Bins

Townships

Mines

.

HYPRAULIC

| ] BRAKEHOUSE

.

SR mNR

Service Horse Tramway

This was built in 1909 to give access to the No.1 Mine. The tramway ran up the north side of Seven Mile Roperoad
Creek on a gradient of about 1:12. It was all done by hand and required large cuttings but no large bridges.
Wooden rails were laid with steel rails on bends. Teams of horses hauled up trolley loads of equipment
including boilers, steam compressots and building materials. It was largely abandoned once the rope-road
was functioning.

Rewanui Incline Railway -4 - i Ve
A "Trial Sutvey railway Extension to Seven A 7 _::‘”&;:}&’* 3} i
Mile Creek" was cartied out in early 1907 with Y /,/" / 3
the connection to the Greymouth - Point Elizabeth N - . ' (i ex s s
railway south of the Coal Creek bridge. Shownon ™\ > . ’ ) :.:"‘ ' éf
the 1908 Map of Grey Coalfield]. This was reviewed ) " el é"f
in late 1907 with the connection to be at Dunollie % : i il 4 '
as shown on the 1911 Map. In Exhibitor's hands é ey ﬂﬁ 8 st i Y Y mione Brace
b %.’. ok 6% .
Trail Survey Line 1908 s R
j \ o5 o)

Rewanui Incline Railway [under construction] 1911 g T . g

REWANUI RAILWAY STATION
BATH HOUSE

To Dunollic

e
R LA T P TREER

Schematic of Rewanui & Liverpool Area
[modified from "Siberia to the Sea"]



The Rewanui Incline Railway - Coal Creek Extension - State Mine Extension - Point Elizabeth Extension - Seven Mile Branch - was 5km in length and took over 4
years to complete with 2 tunnels and a Fell Centre braking line for the fall over the length was over 500m. By May 1909 over 340 men were working over 48 separate
contracts. It cattied over 5,000,000 tons of coal from the Liverpool Mines. It was built by the Public Works Department, declared fit and safe for use June 26, 1913
and handed to the New Zealand Railways January 21, 1914. It was a public railway and the incline was used by most of the Residents - Miners who lived in Runanga -
trips to Greymouth etc. It was also a tourist attraction, visitors travelling up and down on the miners' train for a brief look at the mine environs. When the Liverpool
Mines closed in 1984 all services were cancelled from November 5, 1984 and rails uplifted leaving a roadway to Rewanui.

Exhibitor at South Portal of No.1 Tunnel

This was 45m in length, completed with walls and
arch in October 1909. When the two construction
teams met it was found that they were only 10 cm
out of alignment. The completion of the lining was
delayed by a shortage of shingle for the concrete.

Access was restricted in 1990 by locked gates.

"Hokitika. F.G.R 6625"
Real Photo Postcard from

e - 5 Frank Duncan & Co.
‘ : ﬂ 7 : 7 Auckland.
i 7&%&&/&‘/ v A /fdv FGR is Frederick George

Radcliffe. From 1915 he
issued small numbers of his
real photo postcards under

the imprint of Frank
Duncan.

Sio fplrce s
4’%% rloa Headed "Hokitika 24/11/23" message in part:
ot S 7 C‘ : e "When I artived in Greymouth on Tuesday night it was raining something awful. I artived
| ’“fﬁ'd*w Mé! . o ’%‘7"““5 in Hokitika this morming. Yesterday I was up at the State Coal Mine at Rewanui...."




Rope-Road

This was required to bring the coal from the Mine [Point Elizabeth No. 2 - Later Liverpool No. 1] to the bins. It was 3200m long with a fall of over 200m. It had 4
tunnels - total 1800m and 2 large viaducts spanning 140m and 180m. It was largely completed by 1910. It worked by gravity and had two large hydraulic brake systems.
The uppert section was the travelling route for workers and residents until a track to the township [Upper Rewanui] was built in 1935. When the No.1 mine closed in
1932, much was taken up but the part immediately above Middle Brake was used to deliver goods and household coal to Upper Rewanui. When No.2 mine closed in
1965, the rope-road was dismantled.

Bins

The bins wete capable of holding 4000 tons of coal. Their size reflected not so much the mine's output as the ever-changing state of the Grey River bar. A good amount
of storage capacity was required to enable the mine to keep working while colliers were unable to enter or leave the harbour. Construction started in 1911 and was
completed in 1913 and was electrically lit - the first such in the country. In January 1918 a huge slip engulfed the site requiring new bins of 3500 tons capacity. When the
mine was closed, the bins temained a tourist attraction but were demolished in 2000-2001.

Townships & Postal Matters

Officially, Rewanui was to have been built on three sites; above the Bins, Middle Brake and top mine respectively. In reality settlement was never so ordered as men
preferred to live as close to their workplaces but there were still three Rewanuis - Lower, Upper and Siberia [far up in the shadows of the Paparoas]. At first the locality
was called the Extension, then it was Liverpool and only later was it Rewanui. The origin is unclear but it may mean "Tall Tree" which is appropriate. The Lower
Rewanui site was appropriate for the horse tramway but most of the development occurred in the area around the back-shunt.

Reduced scan of the Plan of the Point Elizabeth No 2 Colliery c 1913 [original in exhibitor's library]
Shows the Three Building Sites and Sections

Seion g e o : " NEY ZEALAND STATE COLLIERIES .
: : Plan 5
of the

POINT ELIZABETH N22 COLLIERY

e Sernreg Bisleps. MAME Messrcriyor

N e N SCALE OF CHAINS
A Buena Sires S A 2

Gt : e




Townships & Postal Matters

Rewanui Post Office opened September 20, 1910 at Dennehy's store with a telephone bureau added in December 1911. The Dennehy Brothers Jim and John wete
involved with transporting heavy matetials up the horse tramway to the mine site during 1909. It was later at the railway station and a letter carrier was employed by 1928.
The Post Office used two "J" Class datestamps. Closed November 4, 1961

N,

A telephone bureau has been opened at
Dennehy Bros” store at Rewanui, Siate
Mine Extension. ~Subscribers using the
‘phone are asked to give two short rings.
For the convenience of residents in thut
locality arrangements have been made-for
the official election and licensing returus
to be made known. it o

90C21 11 Fe 26 7 FE 27 Greymouth Evening Star
Rewanui "J" Class 25.5mm December 6, 1911

From Tuesday, 20th instant, a post
office will he opened at No. 2 State Col-
lieties at Dennehy’s store, to be name:l
“Rewanui.” Matls will be despatched
twice weekly, leaving Greymouthr Tues
days and Fridays at 6.30 a.m. and Rewa-
nui the same days at 3.30 p.m. “Rewa-
nui interpreted means “great elevation.”

Greymouth Evening Star
September 17, 1910

* Initials?

22 0C 59

27 JL 31 31 AU 37 31 DE 37 3 NO 47
Rewanui "J" Class 30mm

Upper Rewanui Post Office opened June 5, 1928 and
closed September 5, 1941. It was opened in response to
the further development of the Liverpool No.2 Mine.

Access was initially by foot then by the cable car [Hoist].
The mailbag was sent up from the Rewanui Station daily.

A "J" Class 28mm datestamp was used - Rarity 8
Rewanui Registered 22 OC 59



Liverpool State Mine

The Liverpool State Coal Mine comprised several mines, numbered from 1 to 4 with some duplication. No.1[1909-1932]; No.2 [1913-1914]; No.2 [1919-1969]; No. 3
[1913-1926]; No.3 [1960-1984]; No.3A [1916-1921]; No.3 Extended [1923-1926] No. 4 [1921-1925]. They wete operated on the conventional bord and pillar system
which went in two phases. The first was development where the miners went forward extracting coal from bords and leaving pillars to support the roof. Then came pillar
splitting and extraction when they gradually retreated leaving the roof to collapse behind them. Major production was from the No.1, the second No.2 and first No. 3
mines. Total production to closure in 1984 was over 5,000,000 of high quality sub-bituminous coal.

"Liverpool Miners" from Gtey District Coal Mining in
Photographs" The text includes "the No.1 seam entrance
was 532 m above sea level and 3.2km from the railway.

No.2 entrance was 2.4km from the bins and 471 m above
sea level."

The photograph is in "Siberia to the Sea" it is by Alexander
Bathgate and shows "Miners about to go on shift in No. 1"
and dated August 1928

Private Mines

Development of the Rewanui Incline created opportunities for private
parties to mine coal deposits which were of no interest to the State.
During the 1920-1930 period a number of mines were established,
some with their own storage bins and shoots to allow loading to
wagons on the railway. It is estimated that these private mines
produced over 350,000 tons until the Incline was closed.

Exhibitor photograph 2002

Shows the Bins erected by the Moody Creek Party in
1947 adjacent to the mine portal and haulage system,
the Seven Mile Creek and rail-bed. This mine
produced over 120,000 tons - initially via the Rewanui
railway and wagons but when trains ceased operating
in November 1984, trucks were used. The mine
closed in 1999.




Visitor to Rewanui

"State Mine Extension 6.9.12"

Real Photogtaph postcard with embossed
Mascotte Studio / Photo / Greymouth N.Z.

Mailed in an envelope - there is an impression of the
Rewanui datestamp that may be 1915.

Mascotte Studio was established in Greymouth August 8,
1908 and was advertising postcards for sale at 6/- a dozen
over the next several years.

The view shows the mouth of the No.1 Mine [Point
Elizabeth No.2]. The foundations are for the Brake
House. The rails are laid but the ropeway is not

installed.
J )
Undated message reads: ... "Sunday" f AN \){}‘
"Just a line to let you know we arrived safe / o K < J'u
and I got up the hill fine," o oo A 4 vy
""this is one off the tunnells that we had to Z ;
come through." ﬂﬂj e (4”""‘ % é/ﬁ 7 . :

"It was great when we got out of the train

12 _
there was a lot of people & they all had to % bl T i %a/ﬁ{ Z% Ccorre

come all up the hill & they all started out
cartying their lanterns. We will be leaving L coao

here on Thursday ..." i A /Lw]du £ /7//‘4,(7 al{ Aot .Z{‘G'M

- = ,4;257,_ Ly adl, lig gr te
(g Ee £ ‘a&awf;% “emg

"... We had another big tunnel to come

through beside this one."” e, . Loamlianey ot < ‘
sl e Hrovra 01'7”""{:? Gl rdcaity 'Jfo A'/GW d}"{(}
" ; € e : . & i L lL
Tim and the boy are away bathing"' . L oo G A <0 L g GO st .
s Aacl aretlee Zw,z ‘el % e Iipnaiin yree
@l A ies 5 : ﬁ g F //‘\7 b '\:1 ,67.(,3:4& £ VM
e {&,f“_‘alb s . (OIS ; ; .
Comments:

1. The fact that the author, Kate, had arrived by train at Rewanui makes this cared written January 21, 1914 at the earliest s that was when the line opened.

The fact that they part went up the hill and through TWO tunnels suggest that they went up the Traffic road from the Railway Station through the eventual
Cable Car [Hoist] tunnel [from 1915] then through the Rope-road tunnel above Middle Brake - that is the only possible option.

The fact that Kate, written on Sunday, says she is leaving here on Thursday suggests staying several nights at what was Uppet Rewanui.

The fact that Kate is to visit the mouth of the State Mine this afternoon suggest that it is Liverpool No.2 Mine being visited - close to Middle Brake

5. The reference to bathing can only mean a trip to the sea at Rapahoe

e O

Specific Runanga & Rewanui References:
"Runanga Home of Champions" 2005
"Runanga Recalled" John Flood, 1996
"'Siberia to the Sea" Les Wright, 2000



Rapahoe - Seven Mile - Nine Mile - Ten Mile - James State Mine - Strongman State Mine

The coal seams at Seven-Mile and Nine-Mile wete surveyed in 1908-1909. they
were considered part of the Paparoa or Brunner Geological Coal bearing areas.
They were in the State Coal Reserve established in 1902.

The decision of the Gov- |
ernment to start inuuediately with the
opening up of the Seven Mile colliery,
and to begin at onece the construetion
of the necessary branch railway, is
ouly what was to have been expected
in view of the faets of the coal sitn-
ation in the Dominion. It is, at the
same time, a wost favourable augury
of West Coast prosperity.

Grey River Argus May 24 1919

A decision was made in May 1919 to proceed with a State Mine and Branch railway
to Dunollie. The original name was Seven-Mile Colliery but was changed to
James State Mine in 1921 after I A James who was General Manager State Coal
Mines in Wellington from 1919. He had been wounded in the Robbery/Mutder of
the Point Elizabeth payroll in 1917.

Tenders were called for a 1000 foot tunnel January 1, 1920. Tenders were called for
headings April, 4, 1922. The Coal Seam was struck June 17, 1922.

March 24, 1920 the Public Works Department announced that instructions had
been given to construct the Railway from Runanga to the new mine and work
on the station yard. In June 1920, is was reported that all the land required for the
railway had been purchased and that work was progressing from each end. The
Railway opened to Rapahoe September 3, 1923. The screens and bins and were
built along with a bathhouse and engineering workshop. Coal railed to Greymouth
port.

Rapahoe or Seven-Mile, was a seaside settlement at the mouth of the Seven-Mile
Creek It was a popular place for picnics and excursions for the miners at Runanga.
There was a post office at the store 1906-1926.

L WeIVE [T LIee.
A

oal Outcrops

Briandale Coal Mine
1927-1962]
Waraniwik ’ﬁa;' Iy
0;%};»/;6;2’;:%1' ;V & Coal Outctops
I
Holorapi or N?ne Mile.. 4 Strongman Coal

reek .

Mines [1938-2003]

Spring Creek Mine
[2007-2012]

James State Mine
[1920-1938]

Rapahoe [Seven Mile
Creek]

Point Elizabeth
State No. 1 Mine

Mrs, Florence Shannon,

AT T

RAPAHOE .

L e

A Public Works Camp was established at Rapahoe
to expand the Coal Bins and other infrastructure
works as well as the road works to Ten-Mile.
The Rapahoe Post Office was re-opened August
4, 1930, closing February 29, 1932. "J" Class
datestamp used. Wooders rarity "9"




James State Mine

The Coal seam at State Mine at Rapahoe was struck in June 1922 and production commenced in December. The initial coal was of poor quality, brown with a high
sulphur content but later mining found improved quality but never as good as the mine's successor - the Strongman Mine. The railway link to Dunollie was open in
September 1923 and production slowly increased. The mine continued to be developed through 1924 with the better coal being reached that year. The site was
geologically complex and faulted making steady production challenging. The mine workings spread neatly to Rocky Creek and the main heading north to Cannel Creek.
The mine was finally closed in 1943 after producing 682,741 tons. The peak year was 1932 with 72,000 tons and 79 men employed. The ropeway from the heading at
Cannel creek to the bins at Rapahoe was later used as haulage route from the Strongman mine

The original coal screening and storage
bins for the James Mine were built in 1921
adjacent to the railway station and yard.
They were severely damaged in 1930 by
subsidence and were rebuilt by the Public
Works Department workers from the
Camp established. These were dismantled
in 1943. New bins for the Strongman mine
wete built in 1939

All the coal from the James Mine and from
Strongman Mines [until late 1950's] was
conveyed to the screens and bins by
topeway. After the ropeway was damaged,
coal was trucked from Strongman and
Spring Creek Mines until closure in 2012.

>

: He L S s
Mouth James State Mine ¢ 1922
[History House Greymouth]

Strongman State Mine

Further surveys 1920-1932 in the Nine-Mile and Ten-Mile areas
with 15 bores drilled during 1930, proved quality coal seams.

A State Mine approved - Strongman - was approved in 1935.
Wotk started in 1937 on the stone drive - eventually 2km long.

The Coal was struck in January 1939 and the mine officially
opened October 31, 1939 by Paddy Webb. The Mine is named
after Charles Strongman who became Superintendent of State
Mines after I A James in May 1936.

The mine was 700 feet below the surface. A feature of the mine
was a 4km ropeway from the mine mouth through the James
Mine to the new bins at Rapahoe. This continued to 1959 when
road contractors took over. The coal seams were 2m to 10m

thick.

The Mines - produced over 8,000,000 tons until closed in 2003.

"Strongman Mine" from 'Grey District Coal Mining in Photographs'. This is reproduced
in 'Strongman Mines 1938-2003' and dated 10 January 1967 - the date of the explosion
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Private Dag,
Gi Y H0Y e

12th November 524
ire Jo Guys
Searetury,
Runanga Stete Minere' Union, T L D G e e
H‘}< :‘i(:r}o 434V NSO Lav 5 Ui A0S s NI S i AV SO o

961'{11‘ S,-,L,l‘g

Gonference held st Runanga on 11th Hovember, 1952,
betwcen the dauspensnt of the Liverpool and Stronymen
Collisries, Hepresentatives of ibe Runangs 3tate diners'
Union and the Superintenient of Stute Coal dines.

Farther to our discussion on the geveral matiers underp
review, I now submit the followl:: propossalas on behulf of the lines
Depertuent for your consideration nd actions-

Livervool Goliiery Roperoud Somige

Phe present rates of seyment ure -

iide per ton on all coal and stoue produced from the mine wp Lo and
including 300 tons deilye

25de per ton on all coal and stone produced from the mine over 300 tons
duilye

I will inerense the 1;d. per ton to 2d, u-r ton, also
the 2.de por 01 6o Lde por tone

AL

sERLECHAN Golliery Ropeposd fommge Tha present rete of payment are -

158e peor ton overall on all coal snd stone produced from the wmine,

I will agree to Incresse the 1ide o v tou to 2d, uvor tone

The prescut rate of payacnt sare =

1/= per ton on sll coal snd stone produced rrom the mine up to and
including 300 tons dally.

2/~ per ton on all coal and stone produced from the mine over 300 tons
and up to and including 350 tons dsilye.

3/6de por ton on sll coel and stone produced from the mine over 350
tons dailye.

I will increase the sbove senticnsd /= por ton to 2/6de per ton,
% Sy P s L] o T,/{:.i_. " " " L/"J.. nor ton,
The present Strenpgman dine Trucking Coniract wus set out

in C.ids Couneil Decision ‘191¢9/1‘+01, page 729, and this present proposal
in no way altera the wording of the oureamble to the decision referred
toy, ie€e

*The present method of computing earnin s be maintoined =ndg that,

in considerstion oy all factors relating thevete, including additional

travelling time involved up to the presente™

The increased rutes for the Liveryool and utronguen Roperosad
Bonus Systems, and the increused rutes for the 3trongman Trucking Con=
tract will, 1In accordance with the unlertakin: given by me, be made
&pplicable from the 28th October, 1952, providing only that written
notification of the acceptance of the whole of' these proposals has been
recgeived by me not later than {9th November., This, by the way, is the
%ime reguired for calenlating arreors of paymente

hes

\ S
Fap« enient,

)

Mining Agreements 1952
National Agreement May 1952

Runanga District Agreement November 1952

 NEW - AGREEMENT
. ', REACHED £
GREYMOUTH, June 18
Some sdjustments in the rate of pay-
ment for certain classes of weork in the
mines in New Zealand, along with
minor changes in condiilom. are in-
cluded in the new national a ent,
which was reached in a conference at
Wellington last month, and which &8
now awaiting ratification by the vari-
ous-unions, - sy r T
The agreement will come into foree
for a period of two years immediately
upon ratification, but the.mags r
agreed upon are subject to any
nouncement which the Court of Arbi-
tration may make at tbe conclusion of
the present hearing of the.claim for a
general wage increase, . - ;
The new agreement was negotisted
in Wellington by
coalmine owners and the Mines Dee..
partment and the Utited Mine Work-
euogtl"NewaZealhnd.te " s
national metters of general a
plication in the industry ere eovua
in the agreement and a series of eone.
ferences in the various mining dise
Amreements whith are corarde ool
which are com
to the main-agreement. p o W
- ' Beparats Agreements
Two separate district agreements
operate on ‘the West.Coast, All mines
on the Buller, inangehua,. and Grey
Valley fields are covered by one, but
the. Runanga dlstrict State mlm
Liverpool and Strongman, have
their own agreement for some {url.
Each union is given the opportunity of
ratifylng the national & ment, {8
addition to negotiating u'mct agree
ment where applicable, o Sk o g
It s expected that negotiationd for -
the Runanga district and West Coaet
ssgements will be opened at an early, |
. All small private mines are covered
by the national agreement alresdy
drawn up, : s ‘

Christchurch Press June 19, 195

e T

NEW AGREEMENT

REACHED

{(From Our Own Reporter)
GREYMOUTH, December 4.

A new agreement has been reached
for the Runanga district State coal
mines, and is now in operation, Pro-
tracted negotiations to formulate a new
working agreement for West Coast and
Buller miners proved abortive when
conferences were held at Westport in
August and September,

1%hen asked today about the out-
come of last month's conference at
Runanga, the Superintendent of Sfate
mines, Greymouth (Mr J. Hughes) said
that a new agreement had been
reached covering all aspects of rmining
at the Liverpol and Strongman col-
lieries. In addition, a separate agree-
ment had been negotiated covering
members of the Engine Drivers Union
employed at the two mines,

e Runanga agreements are to re-
main in force until April 30 1854, or
until succeeded by new agreements.
They contain several minor adjust-
ments, Mr Hughes today expressed
the view that they should ensure rea-
sonably uninterrupted work at the two
mines

Throughout the year the Runanga
miners have maintained their separate
identity in that they have never been
parties to the West Coast agreement
which covers all other mines on the
West Coast and Buller, The outcome
is that the Liverpool and Strongman
miners are now the only miners in the
province covered by a current work-
ing agreement. The West Coast agree-
ment has nominally expired, but since
the failure of the Westport conferences
the miners have continued to work
undeir the provisions of the old agree-
ment,

The success of the negotiations in the
Runanga area has given considerable
satisfaction in mining circles,

Christchurch Press
December 5, 1952

Copy of Letter [original is attached to this page] from Superintendent
State Mines at Greymouth Mr John Hughes dated 12th November
and signed by him.

Sets out the proposals submitted to the Conference held in Runanga 11th

November 1952 regarding:

e The Liverpool Collieries Roperoad Bonus;
e Strongman Colliery Roperoad Bonus and
e Strongman Colliery Trucking Contract.




Letters from Mr Hughes, Superintendent of State Mines, Greymouth to Runanga State Miner's Union dated 12th November 52 and signed by him
[originals are attaché behind page]

The Left refers to "recent instances of falls of roof at Strongman Mine" and has suggestions for the Mine Manager as to how the situation regarding the displaced

workers could be managed.

The Right is headed "Extra Wet Time for Shiftmen and Truckers" and explains the difference in working conditions between miners , shiftmen and truckers and does

not agree extra payments should be made.

Private Bag,
GUEYMOU He
12th November 52,

Mr, J. Guy, LIVERPOOL UNICN REPRESENTATIVES.
Seceretary,
Runsnga State Miners' Union,

BUNANG,
Dear Sir,

Referring to the recent instances of falls of roof
at the 3trongman Mine and the consequent trouble which has arisen
regarding the question of the finding of work for the men affected
by the falls, I now, as requested by you, outline my views on what
would be a reasonable attitude for the Hanager to adopte

In the first place, I consider that every pcrson
attendin; the mine for the purpose of working therein , should,
as Tar as is reasonsbly and economicslly practicsble, complete his
full shift,

In the case of a fall of roof taking place in a roadway
leading into a section of the mine during a working shift, ( which,
by the wa_¥ is the instance under review), sufficient men should be
retained to attend To the repairing of the Tall and dlso to attend
to any other repair work urgently requiring attending, providing the
air courses are not materially affected an providing tools are
readily available and the men competent to/the work required,

I am assuming that all shiftmen would be retained.
Then I would give preference to truckers in an egquitable manner
consistent with their capabilities,

As the Mine Manager, I would expect to be the sole
Judge of the fair application of the above arrangements, and also I
would expect to receive equal co-cperation from the workers in
regard to the completion of a full shift after atteuding the mine, as
in my opinion no person has the right to just please himself when he
poerforms a full day's work, and at the same times places an obligation
on the Manager to provide him with work to suit his own personal

- convenlence,

Yours faithfully,

\

| oot o b

{

Superintendent,

Private Bag,
Gl YHOU TH e

12th loveusber 524

iir, Je Guy,

Secrotary,

Runanga atate #iners' Union,
RUILDiGA,

Year air, s : i 2 Pl iyt

BXERA GaT TIME SO SHIMEGSN il TRUCKRHED e

The principle of genercl applicetion of extra wat
time has never been accepled as belng ecuslly sapplicable to
shiftmen and truckere as is the cuse with miners, and I connot
agree to this being the csae now.

Lb hue elyays been unjerstood that o wmipar s more
likely Eﬁu%g‘ér 1ok e;\'fz"g “wad jédx;:‘;if:fohé‘!fﬁh‘ is & Ahiftusn op
trucker, for the simple ressun fhat-& winer is more or leass confined
to his working pluce snd is therelSde SubBjected to the adverse
wet conditions a2imost continuouslye A shiftmun or trucker usually
moves about from place to place in the course of his worbing
operations, and generally speuking, pertisily escapes the adverse
wat conditionse

‘there gre, however, iovuvinbly some excoptions to any
defined rale srd such eonld hsnesn with the loresoliu: comwendisme I
asureclate Aand accept the fact that sowe very udnormsl wet conditions
cun, in exceptional cages, be ajpliecable to a shiituon opr tracker,
gven to the extent that Ior hevliin Feusons no purcon can reisonably
soutond that he was not entltled to soue spucinl considerations

I would not agvee te accept the jud
Tagpectors on ihis pertlculsr matter ap being
agree o allow the Umpire to cdjudicate, it I
Jjudgaent of say the Underviecwer, and would, at ¢ e8I
% him to treat any cuse ou its erits aud 1n & ressonable
ir mamer.

pent of' the Cheek
ecisive, nor would I
nld aenept the

In the present cope in cuestion, i.e. ¢, Reld, the posltion
ig that I discussed this pesrticulary cuse with the dcting lanager,
lire 5, Beunedy; on the 10th finstent, having the conditions of
work deasceribed to me, I zm satisfied this c:se 1s one uhich
would ocome withln the scope of thie viewy cpressed, and
therefore I agree that J. Reid's penalty be deds It umat be
understond that iy poraen at sgy tine weulld to wvoeld the
uvdverse conditions whenev gsme is prooti ’ iatent of
course with him carrylns out the work rewailved %o be done.

gy

g

Yours falthfully,

|y L*": A e |
}
sup¥inteivients

LIVERPOOL COLLTERY UNTON RESPRSENTATIVE«
il ) - T 1




Strongman Mining Disaster January 19, 1967

At 10.04 am January 19, 1967, an explosion occutrred in the Green No.2 Section of the Strongman Mine, killing all the 19 men in the section. On the 20th 15 bodies
had been recovered by Rescue teams but were unable to re-enter due to actid smoke. The section was sealed for three weeks and two further bodies recovered. But the
bodies of two men were never recovered. A Commission of Inquiry 10 Apzril 1967 concluded that the explosion occutred in the goaf [That part of a mine from which
the mineral has been partially or wholly removed] and was caused by a shot that was fired in contravention of Coal Mine Regulations. The Commission was critical of the
mine management for allowing safety standards to fall far below requirements. The mine had had an exemplary record until this event.

Strongman Disaster 40th Anniversary from Sunday Star Times and Weekend Herald
January 20, 1997 [Rescue team at Mouth] [Mourners leaving mass grave}

Strongman Disaster Memorial Rapahoe
[Exhibitor photograph 2012]

Memorial erected and dedicated 1997 on 40th Anniversary

Specific Reference
""Strongman Mines 1938-2003" by Solid Energy August 2003




Briandale Collieries Limited

This Company applied for a coal lease at Ten-Mile Creek in December 1924. It started as a Co-operative mine but was formed into a Company as the mine was
expanded. The bins were erected in December 1927 with coal being sent down a flume. The mine employed up to 50 men producing 300 - 1000 tons a week - all of
which was trucked by road to the loading bay at Rapahoe railway station. Total production of life of mine - to 1962 over 390,000 tons. Most was exported to
Christchurch where it was promoted. The Mine company supported others in petitioning the Government to extend the railway from Seven-Mile to Ten-Mile - support

was declined. It was involved in a dispute with the Unions over the [short-lived] introduction of Tribute Mining systems.

There wete about 20 small coal mines between Seven Mile and Ten Mile Creeks. Most were operating as co-operatives and the production of these mines in 1940 was

varied from 1000 tons to 8000 tons per annum with usually 6-10 co-operative miners.

The Grey Cournty Couneil yegteviday
Areided to neeord its consent to an ap-
plicatio &by the DBriandszle  Collieries
Ltd., for permission to ercet at the Ten
Mile a coal binn, and a fluming from
their wmine to the road.  The Council
stipnlated that tho structures should be
prected  to the satizfnetion of the
County Tngincer.  The applicants int!

cmated theip aceeptance of an agree
Jent Lo pay  sixpence per ton to the
[ Couneil for reoal carted to Rapahoc
over the gouniy road.

Grey River Argus November 4, 1927

PAPANUI COAL DEPOT

45U Papanui R4, (Farissey & Macdenald, Props..
Ring Phone Ab166 for Pelawinain. 4
BELLBIRD, BURKE CREFK, or LINTON COALS o
CO-0P. .. 16/8 } ton, 5/9 bag. 5
BRIANDALE .. 16/3 } ton, 5/6 ,,
BLACKBALL .. 15/6 &, ton, 5/3 ,,

KAITANGATA, 15/6 | ton 5/3 -,

Firewood Redured, Promot Delivere,

~ BRIANDALE COLLIERIES LIMITED

[ 5N
TEN MILEP.M:E:;YMOUTH :
Fh a%0p P.O. Box 388,
ot BOX 163
F;EGISTER_E; OFFICE: CHRISTCHURCH:

181 CASHEL STREET
CHRISTCHURCH
PHONE 34-823
P.O. BOX 388

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESSES:

ke g Messrs. Dunn's Transport Limited,
: : C/o Mr. W. A. Clark,
‘JAREDPATH

P, 0. Box 14,
GREYMOUTH.

CHRISTCHURCH

Dear Sirs.

Photograph Briandale Mine 1928 [original in Hocken Library]

Letterhead Briandale Collieries
regarding payment for coal
transporting charges dated -

8th May 1958

Company taken over in 1963 by a
subsidiary of Fletcher Holdings
after the mine had ceased to
operate



Commemoration - Education at Runanga - Rapahoe 2020

A mining commemoration and education area is being developed beside the State Highway between Runanga and Rapahoe with a large covered display area under
construction which has the underground mining equipment from the closed Spring Creek Mine - a continuous underground miner with conveyor for both tunnel
work and coal mining, the hydraulic high pressure system used at the coal face. An information panel is being set up in the underground ctib unit and the huge
Richardson Extractor fan from the Strongman Mine is a feature. Exhibitor digital photos 2022.

The Mt Davy area was surveyed and

drilled by Japanese interests in the 1970-

1984 period. The coal is bituminous

with low ash and low sulphut. Specialist . / TIM HIX :

coal is available from this mine with less : ; ;

than 1% ash and sulphur 20:7:1965 - 13:5-208
) ' Union Organiser

The Mount Davy / Liverpool Mining
Permit contains high quality coking coal
and would be sourced for export into QUINTON JOHN MAY

international markets for steel and 10th Nov. 1997, Aged 31 &carf’ :
cement production. % SHAUN CONRAD JENNINGS
S0 Ath June'1998, Aged 29 Years.

The Mt Davy Underground Mine, on
the banks of Seven-Mile Creek, was

developed by Solid Energy at Mt Davy
in 1997 but the mine was subsequently

This plague is in remembrance
of Tim who was tragically killed _

closed in 1998 after three miners were "'~ on his way o dnion negotiations
killed in two separate accidents, as it % at. Spring'Creek Mine,
proved too hazardous to mine. The i wearairs g,‘ég[;;’ﬁzgqg who
1998 fatalities were caused when the : " Mt Davy Mine.

men were overcome by Methane gas.




Pike River Mine & Disaster November 19, 2010

1946
1979
1982
1988
1989
2005
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

The first geological examination of coal seams near the crest of the Paparoa Range by Harold Wellman [1946-147]

Geologist Terry Bates and assistants explored the area. Six drill holes confirmed the presence of a large area of coal in Brunner Seam.

The Pike River Coal Company was formed to hold exploration rights

The company was bought by New Zealand Oil and Gas Ltd.

Over a 15-year period, the Pike River Coal Company undertook further exploration and acquired the necessary authorisations to develop a mine
July. A report to the board of Pike River Coal proposed a plan and development strategy for the mine.

December. Work on the 11-km access road, which involved building several bridges - completed in 10 months.

September Work commenced on the 2.3-km tunnel until it crossed the Hawera Fault and penetrated the coal seam

November. The tunnel crossed the Hawera Fault into coal

November 27th the mine was officially opened to mark the imminent statt of coal production.

November coal was being extracted from the Pike River mine, it was still in start-up mode

On Friday 19 November at 3.44 p.m. a series of explosions disabled power and communication into the mine. 31 men, 2 sutvived 29 died

Coal mine moves
closer to reality

A multimillion-dollar coal pro-
“ject on the West Coast is moving
closer to reality, says the consor-

| tium seeking a mining licence.
: The consortium comprises Todd

Group with 18 percent, Coalcorp 33

‘| percent, and Japanese partners Mit-
|| sui Mining and Kanematsu Gosho,
each of which hold 24.5 percent.

Todd spokesman Richard

Tweedie said the consortium had
appointed Ted Millar, formerly with
BHP, as project manager to take
the project through the licensing
and regulatory stage.-

Mr Tweedie said the consortium
hoped to have cleared the licencing
| phase by early 1994. The Japanese

members of the consortium had
shown a keen interest in marketing
the high-quality coal.

Mr Tweedie noted the increased
appeal of coal for electricity gener-
ation as nuclear power generation
became less attractive.

At this stage he expected that
the West Coast underground coal
mine, 10 kilometres north of Grey-
mouth, would yield about a million
tonnes a year. .

The coal reserve was estimated
at 128 million tonnes. Depending
on the final size of the mine, it was
expected to cost less than a previ-
ously mentioned $200 million to

bring it into production. — NZPA

Left: Evening Post August 10, 1992

E e

Right Business Times July/Angust 2008

There is little doubt that the first explosion on
19 November was caused by the ignition of a
large volume of methane. The Brunner coal
seam had long been known to be highly gassy,

Following recommendations from the Royal
Commission, the government created
WorkSafe New Zealand, a Crown Agency
dedicated to safety, with an independent
board.

After the Royal Commission completed its

report, the Department of Labour laid charges
against the Pike River coal company under the
existing Health and Safety in Employment Act

Pike River Disaster is the 4th worst loss of
hife in Coal Miming after Brunner [1896 -
65 dead]; Ralph's [1914 43 dead];
Kaitangata [1879 34 dead] then
Strongman[1967 19 dead]

The coal market collapses

In 2012 the mternational price of
cokmg coal fell damantcally, leading to
the dosure of 2 sumber of coal mines.
Solad Energy. New Zealand’s main
exporter of colang coal, went nto
volantary adeasstration in 2013 and is
carrently besng wound up. Had there
been no explosion, it is likely that Pike
Rever would have shut down by 2013
as there was no longer a2 market for the

coal 1t was producing.



Port of Greymouth

The Grey River bar was a major impediment to the development of the Coal trade from Greymouth and only vessels with limited draft could safely negotiate it. The
purchase of the paddle steamer "Dispatch"in 1866 allowed vessels to be towed in and out of the hatbour on high tides. The Grey River entrance was progressively
changed over decades with retaining walls etc so that the current would scour the channel and the bar. This work continues to be cartied out.

The first whatf was the Cobden Wharf or Coal Whatf and was on the north side of the Grey River [the Nelson
Provincial side] nearer to the Gorge. This was in operation from 1865 but was never entirely satisfactory. An
application for a wharf on the south side at Greymouth [Canterbuty Provincial side] was made in 1867. Eventually

an upper wharf and lower wharf were constructed. Flood damage in 1868 and 1872 severely damaged the whatves
and infrastructure making Harbour improvements essential. The report in the Grey River Argus in April 1872 explains.

side. “In the meantime the Nelson Govern-
ment works the mine, brings the coal down
to the Cobden whatf—a short wharf, about
100 to 1501t long, situated at the Gorge, and
the only place where any craft load on the
Cobden side, As the steamers decline to go
over to the wharf, the boats are under the
painful necessity of taking coal tothe steamers
on the Grevmouth side.”

Until the completion of the railway from the Brunner Mine in 1876, coal was loaded at the mine at the "shoots" into barges for the trip down the Grey. These batges
held between 14-20 tons of coal. At Greymouth, they were either tied up at the whatf or alongside vessels and the coal manually unloaded. Once the steam crane and
railway were completed, loading used what a correspondent called a "gadget" - a contrivance that was the cause of many accidents. The railway truck was lifted to a height
sufficient to allow the coal being emptied, by men with poles releasing the lower section, down a wooden chute into the hold.

April 7, 1876, the Greymouth and Brunnerton Railway
was opened and the first wagons of coal were loaded
into the "’/ B Taylor" using the "gadget" methods. It
was not entirely successful at the 12-tons crane
struggled to lift the wagon and coal - 11-tons.
[Later the vessel was loaded with coal from a barge]
[Original in Brunner Section]

A report in Grey River Argus September 9, 1876
explains the process and problems.

It

Coal is now coming down pretty freely. by
the railway, some 80 tons hayviog been
brought down on Wedunesday, and neirly
the same quantity yesterday. The work of
loading the-vessels is now being mors readily
accomplished, the time occupied from hook-
ing on to one track, discharging it, replacing
it on the rails, and hooking on to another
boing from 7} wminutes to 84 minutes, aud
when some contemplated improvements to
the trucks arve completed, the manager ex-
pects to deliver a truck in five minutes with
the steam crane, or fully 100-tons a day. At
present the coal cannot be delivered to the
railway from the Branner Mine as fast as it
can be taken away, owing to the small engine
at the mine, used for hauling the cage across
the river, not being puwerful emough, but
this will be shortly remedied. The line all

"Greymouth Wharf 1884"

Photo reproduction by History-
House Greymouth. This image is
seen on P 161 of "The Golden
Grey " headed "1884 Greymouth
Wharf"

The 12-ton steam crane is seen at
left with "L" Class coal wagons
in foreground.

It was superseded by two 20-tons
Hydraulic cranes in 1887. These
were fixed not on rails.



The Mawhera was loaded bv hydraull
crane. on Saturday. The work is accom
plished at a tolerable rate of speed, bu
the process is not so apeedy as loadin,
from the gadget. About 175 -tons pe
hour is the most that can be done by th
new process, In order to bring th
loaded trucks opposite the hold of thi
steamer, a horse and driver are required
the capatan not appearlng to answer fo
that part of the performance, It take
two men to hook the trucks to the jil
chaiv and one standing on the hatch t
knook the doors loose. The only advan
tsge apparently is that iender coal doe
not suffer so much as when shot from th:
gadget. But_it is possible that furthe:
improvemen!s in the way of esonomisin
labor will yet be made in loading by thi
hydraalic crane system. ‘

Grey River Argus 20/8/88

The lower wharf will be completed
next wees, after which the plankiug of
the wharf will be resumed npposite the
Albion Hotel. The 20-ton steam crane
will be shifted immediately abose the
goods’ sheds, and is to be a permanent
fixture. The “present arrangement of
the ratls on the wharf will be altered
after the planking is finlshed so as to
facilitate shipping work.

Grey River Argus 5/3/1893

"Greymouth Wharf, showing Gorge, N.Z." "Ring Photo" undivided back bilingual postcard. View clearly shows the 20-ton Hydraulic crane fixed to
the wharf in centre with eh second similar crane working at right. Because the cranes were fixed the colliers had to be brought alongside to be loaded. This is in
contrast to the situation at Port of Westport where the cranes were on railway tracks. Rakes of "Q" Class coal wagons await loading. James Ring was an active

Greymouth based photographer and is photos received many awards. Later Ring & Inkster.

Harbour Work

Extensive use of rock from the Cobden Quarry was used to confine the Grey River into channels to assist the maintenance of depth for shipping. The "Tip Head" was
gradually extended, protecting the entrance, allowing the current to scour the bar allowing vessels safer access.

GENERAL VIEW OF GREYMDUTH, N.Z.

"General View of Greymouth N.Z." undivided back real photo postcard,
no photographer or print details. View shows the upper wharf and extensive
protective rock walls

"'Signal Station, Tip Head, Greymouth N.Z." Divided back postcard by Mui
& Moodie from New West-Coast Series. Used Queenstown 3 AP 08. The Signal
Station was manned and monitored the state of the Grey River bar for shipping




Port of Greymouth Trade 1860-2010
[Graph modified from "The Golden Grey"]

Export of Coal is shown in dark. There was a period of stability of around 150,000 tons annually 1886-1903 which reflects the Brunner and Blackball coal production all
of which was cartied down the railway on the south side - [Midland Railway] to the Port. The rise in expotts from 1905 is from the opening of the Point Elizabeth State
Mine and Bridge. Production and exports decreased duting the significant industrial action - Blackball 1908, 1913 Great Strike and 1951 Waterfront dispute. The opening
of the Otira Tunnel and the railway link to Christchurch and Lyttelton caused a drop in collier exports until the mid-1940's which then declined steadily to the early 1970's
when most of the mines were closed and rail dominated transport. Barging of coal occurted intermittently from the 1990's. Total 19,160,000 Tons
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The firm of D S Jolly & Co was advertising in Dunedin September 19, 1899

FINEE Great Place for Visiting and all other
. Cards is D. S. Jolly and Co.’s Printers,

Moray place.

19s

In "Wish You Were Here" - the story of New Zealand postcards, it is
mentioned that D S Jolly & Co, Dunedin had issued a series of coloured
postcards [Boer War]| on both sides] and one was known used in April 1900.
A very early postcard producer. In partnership 1904

Real Photo Postcard "Greymouth". Divided back No details. Mailed from
Dunedin FEB 4, 1913 to Reefton. D S Jolly & Co.
View is of the Grey River Bridges - the near one is the railway link from the
State Mine at Dunollie

Message reads "I received your letter & will do up some photos with the next

P.A.‘ernsmv NOTICE

A DEED OF TARTNERSHIP has been
Sizned This 1st day of Auzust, 1904, belween
D. 8. JOLLY, of Dunedin, Printer and Sta.
tioger, and A. M. BRAIK, of Dunedin; and
Notice is Hereby Given thaé the Business
kitkerto earried on by “Jolly and Co.” will
in future he carried on under the style of
" JOLLY & BRAIK, Printers znd Staticners,”
at their Premises, MORAY FLACE (opposite
Cefiee Palace).

All Accounts owing Ly the firm of: Jolly
exd Co. will ho Paig by D, S. Jully, by whom
all Moneys Owing to the said firm will he

peceived.
D. S. JOLLY.
A. M. BRAIK.
Aveusi 1. 1804, 16an

Mr A M Braik died in 1912 and
Mr D S Jolly died on 1918.

The business remained until at
least 1921 after which no
advertisements appeat

batch I am doing. I have printed some p.cards of West Coast views also one ot
two of my taking. I will post one now & again to you"
Signed "Dave J"

I BEG to intimate to the Public that tho
> Bus.nt-.\:‘of my late husband, -Mr D.
5. Jolly, will be  carvicd on under the
Management of my daughter, Mrs Chap-
man, onmy behall, under the ol name
of JOLLY & BRAIK. Commereial Printers
Moray place, I trust to still receive a con.
tinwance of business from old customers,

253 JANET JOLLY.

Otago Daily Times 25/9/1918




State Coal Shipping Office - "Kotuku"

The New Zealand Government passed Legislation in 1901 setting up State Coal Mines. State Coal took up an extensive Coal Reserve north from Greymouth and took
over the Greymouth - Point Elizabeth & Railway & Coal Company railway and coal mine when it went into receivership. The first coal from this Colliery was tailed to the
Port and shipped in July 1904. To facilitate and coordinate the shipping of State Coal at the Port a Shipping Office was set on Mawhera Quay at the northern end. This
Office is first mentioned in the local newspapers in May 1907 where Plans for a hostel at Point Elizabeth Collieries were displayed for tendet.
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"Kotuku" due here about Friday & loads again for Onehunga 1.5.09
Addressed to Mrs Alf Sadler

The Kotuku, a2 Union Steamship Co vessel of 1052 tons and 662 tons net.
It departed Onehunga 3rd May 1909 and loaded coal for New Plymouth
and Onehunga and departed 5th May 1909 [Shipping News]

Captain J. Flynn and his officers,
Messrs D. McDonald and Webb, had

Alf Sadler was an engineer on an anxious time during the gale.
the Kotuku he is mentioned in ;‘Mluch Pﬁ;sesifndue joﬂh% eng‘ineers(i
" : | Messrs Alf. Sadier, A. McKenzie, an
Real Photo postcard, divided back, no details. Mailed Greymouth 1 MAY 1909~ the report on the "Kotuku Mishap'| % "Spargo, in accomplishing the tem-
State Coal Shipping Office when she broke a tail shaft near porary repairs during the heavy

. rolling ‘of the vessel. The Kotuku
Wellington September 26, 1910 was t%’dischargevher 60 bon: of (:zargo

t Wellingto: Saturday i
The Grey River Argus published the weekly Coal Export details. The three listings are from the Weeks ending April 24; to unfie;’é% rgp;)il;s. SUaEATill Gedee

May 1st and May 7th. The "Kotuku" was a regular USSCo Collier mostly running between Greymouth and Onehunga
with a turnaround time of about 5-6 days. In these 3 weeks The "Kotuku" carried 1760 ton 5cwt of State Coal; 70 tons
of Blackball Coal and 628 tons 17 cwt of Brunner Coal.

5'1‘ATE.‘ Week ended May 1sti— ';I’ilxlcdc:é%on of co(z)zé from éhis ‘port
K Tons Cwt . STATE. ;gl?mss:_ 31 tons 6dwt made up as
otuku - ..o .. 307 4 Kaitangata ... .. .. .. 524 13 I STATE. :
%;mr;gx zx; ’f Arzhura ivi: e ses  ess 242 12 Aﬂitlx‘iiléngi ...... 224 1
T § mni vee  are ees N 362 Rra ura L e e 224 4
. akanoa .. .. .. 8
Prprond,  m e i g 20 Koluku o B340 g B 168 13
R - AVETLICY i s e ews A ‘Rosamond ... ... 1
1 Ve )r"‘ ” 3 Z Kotuku 5;2 r:
2000 11 Illm!'-mx".“" sen e sen ees 243 1 Mapourika ... ... 70
BLACKBALL. Mapourika ... ... ... .. 10¢ 7 Kini o ol 400 10
Tons Cwt Poherua cer eee e ... 1406 7 l\;V:chrlcy. L e e 114 8
3 - . ofcrua e eee e 1413 10
Kotuku ... .. o .. 70 © Waverley ... ... .. .. 115 10 Koomyn, « o o s6h 1
Petore ... ... ... .. 724" o Alexander i« e s s 328 3 _
Ngahkre ... ... ... ..1Ig6 © e . 48a0 16
: LACKBALL. :
Mangapapa ... .. ... 7 16 4364 13 [ : :
ngapar | BLACKBALL. Phone” L W
: 1007 16 Holmdale T B Kibi e e e 24315
BRUNNER.: Ngahere ... .. .. ... 754 106 5 o ‘ . Py
Tons Cwt “ 46 — BRUNNER.
Kotnku ... ... .. ..323 17. : v 730 1 ‘l“{‘lttawa‘_ P T |
ane Douglas ... ... ... 37 o , BRUNNER. apourika™ . .. - . 30 2
. 3 ik 25 10 Kotuku- v aeey st 305 O™
apourika ... .. ..g18 8 Mapourika WP - Koonya Mol 255 18
' 776 14 oo : 821 14
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Coal Industry & Marshalling Yards

Coal Industry Greymouth

"Coal Industry Greymouth" postcards, divided back from a Booklet of cards by A E Kilgour. Left: mailed Dunedin DEC 12 1912 to Port Chalmers. Right: from
Greymouth "B" Class 26 OC 08 to Christchurch has message "This is how they load the Boats with coal.”

a—————"

el o A E Kilgour came to Greymouth from managing a drapers at Denniston and established his Bookseller, stationer and
The Uy to- 116 Bioksellond Statianss. fancy good importer business in May 1907. He was advertising postcatds of the West Coast from July 1907 and
Greetings postcards in April 1909. In business until 1923 when he became agent for Tourist Department

Ernest de Toutrret founded
the "Gordon Real Photo
Series" in 1908-09. The backs
of his cards usually incorporate
a distinctive kookaburra logo.

Card mailed under cover
to Hastings

Message in part:
"You will temember this
Place I am sure, I wish I
was waiting on the wharf
for you and Arthur

He was based in Whangarei
from 1910 and advertising
postcards for sale - described
as an "Art Photographer" is
real photograph postcards were
of high quality and were
printed in New Zealand.

1332.Greymouth @al e-Goods WharVes. £

"Greymouth Coal & Good Whatves ET" Real photo divided back postcard

The Coal Marshalling Yard was at the south end of Mawhera Quay. View, looking North, shows one of the fixed Hydraulic cranes and rakes of coal
laden "Q" Class wagons awaiting loading



"F T Series No. 4425 A Loading Coal Greymouth"
"photo by H Winkelman" Real photo divided back
postcard mailed Greymouth JA 17 1908 to Foxton..

Henry Winkelman was based in Auckland
FT - Fergusson Taylor were a Christchurch firm

View of Marshalling yards looking north along Mawhera
Quay with the Railway Bridge in distance. Rakes of
"Q" Class coal wagons waiting on loading.

The Timber at left is evidence of the significant timber
exported through the port - often carried as deck cargo on
Colliers.

e

F. T. Series, No. 493, MAWHERA QUAY. GREYMOUTH. Photo by N. Z Tourist Dept.

"Mawhera Quay Greymouth" F T Series No. 493,
"Photo by N.Z. Tourist Dept" undivided back postcard
mailed Greymouth "A" Class 24 OC 05 2PM to Coopers Creek
Oxford received "A: Class 30 OC 05.

View looking South showing the railway tracks

"Mawhera Quay Greymouth" No. 2065 A "FT Series"
Divided back annotated "30-1-07" to Gundagai, Australia. From
"Thos Smith Brunner Post Office"

View is looking North with "L" class coal wagons in foreground

Fergusson Taylor
This firm was probably based in Christchurch and in 1904 they issued a
series of views with undivided back. They used a variety of
photographers and set themselves as the principle suppliet of postcards
brining out new series frequently. From 1908 it is thought they became
part of the Tanner Bros Ltd empire.

The early black & white views were numbered under 1000 [493 above]
while their later colour versions with numbers 2000+ are coloured
versions of the earlier monochrome version. [2065 right]

NZ Tourist Dept
New Zealand was the first country to dedicate a government department
to tourism. In 1901, the Department of Tourist and Health Resorts came
into being - on activity was promotion and advertising




This James Ring Postcard
shows the wharf with the railway
station at right and railway tracks
leading South to the marshalling

yard. The 20-ton Hydraulic
crane is centre. The vessel about

to berth is the SS Arahura.

SS Arahura built 1905 for
USSCo for Wellington - Nelson -
West Coast run. 1607 tons, 190
passengers and cargo capacity.
Length 320 feet [the maximum
the Port of Greymouth could
manage] Transferred to Anchor
Shipping Co in 1925

A

Xat. Yol €LeA 131 The Whart Greymouth N. Z. dees '

Real Photo Postcard - undivided back [pre 1908} no details.
Annotated on back "Shipping at Wharves Greymouth"

View of Mawhera Quay looking South with multiple vessel tied up

"The Wharf Greymouth N Z"

Greymouth 28 MY 07

0 ”.ih,.:’. ',‘i!\lOfL'J‘“;i;A""

cading Coal at Greymouth

"Grey District Coal Mining in Photographs" has this identical view

with a little more seen at left than in the postcard.
Not attributed.
The text accompanying this includes:

"Coal was railed to Greymouth and exported to many parts of New
Zealand and the World. Between 1864 and 2000, 18 million tons was
loaded from the wharf. The length of the vessels was limited to 320
ft as larger vessels could not turn in the River. Often coal boats
were three abreast waiting to be loaded with coal."



Greetings from Greymouth - because of the importance of the Coal Industry views feature on Greetings cards.

Mascotte Sudio Photos & Postcards issued by Messrs S Mills & Son Greymouth

"Budget Card" Postman Novelty Card
"Greetings from Greymouth"
[Test in brown]

Printed in Saxony - Design "J"

LOBAL 'V.IEW I)OST YARDS,

INCLUDING :— ' " 10 small views

3 Glossy, with six Oval Views, 1. Post Office

g gloa_;sy,v with Sunset Effect, 2. Shipping at Greymouth

1 Csf(:l&:redl,c‘:vsi,th 7 viéws, | 3. SS Arahura leaving Greymouth

1 Postman Novelty Card. with 10 views, 4. Court House & Post Office

1 Glossy New Zealand Ferns, 5. Top of Coal Creek Falls
PN T e d - 6. Loading Coal

ghesm"'Cardx;1 are 1a}i;_;vellh ﬁnishedE 7. Tainui Street

and a very .chesp lot—3s the set o ivi

fifteen cards; post free, . . . g ES :‘;rzhur; ;,:illwn g at Greymouth
: At . Coal Cree s

10. Greymouth Hospital

S. MILLS, & SON,
~~  PIOTURE FRAMERS, -
MACKAY 8T, . 11, GREYMOUTH.

Greymouth Evening Star
12 December1913

THE MASCOTTE STUDIO - car
" supply a first-class PHOTL
Upstairs  McDonald’s Buildings

Magcotte Studio for.Photos and
Postcards.—Advt, .
Grey River Argus 19/3/1923

B - |

SHIPPING AT GREYMOUTH.

"Greetings From Greymouth" Glossy postcard with two views. "Photograph by X ‘ —
Mascotte Issued by Messts S Mills & Son" Text in Brown, divided back Printed in Saxony. 4! el R e




"Greetings From Greymouth"
Divided back postcard " Coloured
with 7 Views"
"Photograph by Mascotte.
Issued by Messts s Mills & Son"
"Printed in Saxony"

Text in brown

Court House and Post Office
Tainui Street

Loading Coal

Post Office

Greymouth Beach

View of Greymouth

S S Arahura leaving
Greymouth

Nou kLN e

"Bird's Eye View of Greymouth, N.Z."
Divided back postcard, no photo or print
details, mailed Greymouth JE 2 1910 to
Wellington.

View shows the Grey River mouth with
South Tiphead but before north breakwater
constructed and numerous ships berthed
alongside the wharf awaiting coal

""Arohaura Crossing Greymouth Bat" - [error as it is SS Arahura.
Divided back from Universal Post Card Co., Dunedin. Mailed with
KE 72 d stamp cancelled Greymouth "B" Class 5 AM 26 FE 12.
View shows the South Breakwater and Signal Station with what may be
the Harbour Tug in distance [used to tow ships in and out]

Message "Saw a steamer coming up like this this morning"

[ o Shipping News from Grey River Argus reports 3 steamers arrived on
S 25th Feb 1912 - 8§ Kini [702t]; SS Manurewa [327t]; SS Storm [186t]




S S Kotuku Wrecked Grey River Bar May 16, 1912 with 621 Tons of State Coal

The $ S Kotuku went ashore on the
North Tiphead at the entrance to
Grey River at 11.40pm May 16, 1912
and became a total wreck. At daylight
May 17th a rocket line was secured
and the crew brought ashote by
Breeches Buoy by 8.30am.

SSKoTuku AsHoRE GREyMoUTH
MASCOTTESTUDIO

"S.S. Kotuku Ashore Greymouth" " "Mascotte Studio" Real Photo postcard, The enquity found blame “fith thf
divided back with embossed marking of the Mascotte Studio, used from Lyttelton Captain who was charged with 50%
"G" Class datestamp 6 JE 12 to Dunedin. Message makes no comment! of the costs

- AN UNFORTUNATE MISHAP
TOTAL WRECK: ON: NORTH.TI
e ¥yl g nt TR
EXTREME RETICENCE OBSERV1
i 1,"7' S .
:Shortly after eleven o’clock last ni
the Union. Steamship Company’s st
mer Kotuku, 1054 tons gross . regis
and 662’ tons net, left this port, un
the. command of Captain John Ch:
tian, with a cargo of 461 tons of St
Coal and 317,724 superficials feet of ¢
ber consigned. to Timaru and Duned
*- The night was an extremely disagy
ablé- one, but there was . very ' lii
sea on ‘the bar. TFor some.reason
other the vessel, while proceeding do
the river, struck the = retaining. wi
and ‘it is surmised that this caused |
tc:lose her propellor, rendering |
unmanageable. - - She then, it is s
posed, struck the submerged Hawe
a derelict that is said to be.the ter
of every captain entering and - leav:
the port. - Evidentl ythe Kotuku ]
portion of her botto mripped out,.'s
f_l_téﬂ"drifted over ‘the bar and w
ashore-on' the outside of the ngyrth .
with:her head pointing shorewards. -
Greymouth Evening Star 17 May 1912

e

Between 1860 and 2010 there were 44 ship wrecks of vessels trying to enter or leave the Grey River Mouth, 23 of these before 1900. Of 35 vessels that were going
to or from the West Coast, mainly Greymouth that simply vanished prior to 1900, 231 lives were lost. River bars are dangerous!

The dangers of distributing West Coast Coal to New Zealand
Ports were not just limited to the Grey and Buller Rivers but the
entrances to other western coast potts could also be difficult.

Real Photo Postcard, no details
"Charles Edwin" Wrecked at Castlecliff Wanganui" - the
name is incotrect - "Charles Edward"

The "Chartles Edward" was a 240 ton 145 nett ton steamer built
1864. It had been wrecked at Greymouth November 5, 1876
and again September 11, 1879 and was able to be launched. She
beached on August 18, 1888 but was refloated.

The ship with 150 tons of State Coal ex Greymouth and
Westport, struck an 'object’ at the bar of the Wanganui River on
the night of December 15, 1908 and became stranded, The coal

was taken off by lighters and gear removed but she was declared a
total wreck December 17, 1908




Coal Exports by Barge from Greymouth

‘Coal barge
first in 20
‘years to call
at Capital

The first loﬁﬂ-tonne barge load of
coal in nearly 20 years to enter the
Port of Wellington has been unloaded.
~ After a four-day journey from
-Greymouth, travelling at 6% knots, the
‘high-grade coal was trucked to storage
bins for later sale through one of Coal-
corp’s new Coal Shop outlets at i
Petone. & %

But some has been set aside for an
_attempt on the world coal shovelling

- record. :

West Coaster Piet Groot will make »
an attempt on Sunday to break his own
record of 29.4 seeonds to shift a tonne
_of the coal. -

~~ Coalcorp chief executive Ron Jones
| says the shipment is an effort to gain
_ a foothold in the Wellington domestic
; || heating market. Bob Moore, owner of
Wiiss  Valley Coal, says people are starting

The high-grade West Coast eoal with which Coaloorp hopes to 'gain a foothold in the Wellington domestic market. © to use coal again

Evening Post May 7, 1990

There was quite a lot of interest in shipping coal by barge from the
West Coast State mines in the 1970's. This mostly related to coal
being railed to another port [Timaru or Lyttelton] the loaded on a

barge to be towed to overseas destination [Japan or Korea] for
steelmakers. It was considered that the Grey River bar [and the
Buller River bar] were impediments to shipping directly by barge
from the West Coast Ports. Some batges had been shipped at
Gteymouth for steel works in Australia during the 1950's.

CoalCorp, the 1980 successor to State Coal, in 1978 undertook a
feasibility study for barging coal from Greymouth to Wellington
for the domestic market. Two train-loads of the 4-wheel high-
sided coal wagons were used to deliver 1000 tons of high grade sub-
bituminous coal from the Strongman Mine to the Greymouth
Whatf where it was load by conveyor onto the Sea Tow barge. The
first shipment was in 1990.

Coal was subsequently barged about 6 monthly from the -
Strongman Mine [closed 1994] and Sttongman No. 2 Mine Spring Creck Mine Entrance [Exhibitor Digital Photo 2017]
[closed 2003] and the Solid Energy's Spring Creek underground
mine [2002-2012]



State Coal Mines New Zealand

The State Coal-Mines Act was passed in the Parliamentary session of 1901, whereby the Government was authorised to embark in coal-mining under the direct control of
he Minister of Mines. Under the Act, the Government has the power to make reserves of such land as may be found necessary for State coal-mining purposes. The first
State Coal Mines were Seddonville State Colliery and the Point Elizabeth State Colliety.

The Mines Department was concerned with all minerals and mining in New Zealand with the significant focus of gold-mining. With the Seddon Government determined
to promote national development funded by extensive overseas borrowing, it was the rising demand for coal as the energy soutce for railway, shipping, gas production,
industries like cement and dairy factories which was in the hands of private companies that was the basis for the concept of State Control. This stated with the Coal Mine
Act. Coal became progressively more important. The Handbook of New Zealand Mines of 1887 devoted just 4% of the wotk to Coal. The New Zealand Mining
handbook 1906 has 81 pages on coal but still 375 pages on gold. The New Zealand Mines Record was the official publication of the Mining Bureau from 1897.

New Zealand Mines

Record On Public Service Only

"Postage Free" franking New Zealand Mines
with Official Paid "A" Record

Class and Wellington "VR Postage Free"
"B" Class 1 SP 98 franking of Printing and

Stationery Department.
to Wells Fargo Express & o iy
Banking San Francisco 2000/4/1900

To School of Mines
Dunedin




Letter / Memorandum Mining Bureau Mines Department, Wellington 27.4.1908

In your reply

Wellington,

Mines, 190

quote this number in the margin.

Mines Bepartment,

Wemor andum No.

2,000/5/1906—4662]

L//é @ %m}z.

SECRETARY.
MINING BUREAU,

MINES’ DEPARTMENT,

NEW ZEALAND,

., EDITOR:
N.Z. MINES' RECORD,"

" HANDBOOK N.Z. MINES, 1887.”

" N.Z. MINING HANDBOOK, 1806,

MINES DEPARTMENT,

}/ WELLINGTON, y 190 .

%4‘/ 5,000/10/1906—1¢012]

ol /7%"4-”% St oo |
Tl

W /‘é%/%\ On Pub11c Service Only.

{% NZ . WELLINGTON

/
% i

NZ

- 2 Cakbresr~ |
Mailed from Wellington machine cancel AP 27, 1908 with !d Universal OFFICIAL stamp - transit Auckland machine

M /%//% /¢77"Z ZM‘Q /
cancel AP 30 1908 the NIMT railway was not opened until August 1908, received Syracuse JUN 13 1908.

Mines Department Letterhead "2000/5/1906" On Public Service Only Mines Department "5,000/10/1906"

The Mining Bureau is now open, and is in
charge of Mr P, Galvin, a well- known jour
nalist. A journal will he issued in connec.
tion with it,

Evening Post April 2, 1897 Evening Post March 19, 1907

Mt P Galvin, Secretary Mining Bureau, Mines Department, Editor NZ Mines Record; Handbook N7Z Mines 1887, NZ
Mining handbook 1906 [Exhibitor library]

[PRESS ASSOCIATION.]

WELLINGTON, December 17.

Yor the first time since 1887 a mining
handbook is issued by the Mines Depart-
ment, and edited by Mr P. Galvin, Sec-
retary to the Mining Bureau, who also
brought out the previous issue, when Mr
Larnach was Minister for Mines. The
volume contains nearly 100 illustrations,
a mineral map of each island and some 70.
papers by wardens, inspectors, and other
experts, with a preface by the Hon. Mr
McGowan, Minister for Mines. He says
that advantage was taken of the exhibi-
tion to give a review of the colony’s
minera) resources, and gives some interest-
ing figures of the dividends paid in a good
industry.




J H McAlister, Private Secretaty, Minister of Mines

On His Majesty’s S% '

€T T

Mr. Thos. P: Donelley

2 )

Y ohu Kohli_. | o

OHMS envelope from "Office of the Minister of Mines" [print details obscured by mourning border]. Mourning border for the death of King Edward
VII on May 6, 1910. Sent with facsimile hand-stamp signature of ] H McAlister, cancelled Wellington Official Paid "C" Class 19 MY 10 mailed to
Kohokohu received 21 MY 10

A similar cover was presented " Official Mail - an Interesting Cover" in "KIWI" the
Publication for the Great Britain Society of New Zealand Stamp Collectors, Volume 39
on pages 43 and 59-60 by Alan Berry. A follow-up article in "KIWI" by Colin Capill
discussed this cover [illustrated at right] and mentions the exhibit's cover seen above.
Only 2 Examples are Known.

~ On His Majesty’s Service.

!
"

The Franking System for Official mail was abolished at the end of December 1906 and

X R : , o ?'\rleSSI'S_ H'. ‘-‘.,:’ [,xnin‘r-_qon & Coy. 2
was followed by the introduction of overprinted 'Official' stamps.

In the Post Office Circular for 10th January 1907, authority to frank letters and packets toe e 5t

on the Public Service was granted to the Private Secretary to the Minister of Justice and
Mines and to the Private Secretary to the Minister of Railways and Public works. No
explanation was offered.

Dunedin,

Public Wlorks and Dlines. R )

On January 9, 1909, Hon Robert McAlister Member for Motueka and Buller, was
appointed as Minister for both Public Works and Mines - as can be seen on the cover
discussed in the article. He led this position until March 28, 1912.

Mr. J. H. McAlister will succeed Mr.
C. E. Matthews as private secrctary to

J H McAlister had been a Secretary to the Premier and in 1903 was appointed as the Hon R. MeXurale, Mimapir for Byl

. . lic Works. During the last twelve
Sectetary of Health Department. In February 1910 he was appointed as Private months Mr. Mcalister has acted in the
Secretary to Hon R McKenzie and as such he had the authority to frank official mail. SWisA BRpiseL g OF ks o, A: T pRis

He was formerly one of the late Mr, Sed-
don’s private secretaries,

Two examples of ] H McAlister Fran are known Evening Post February 5, 1910




State Coal Promotion Labels - Greymouth

In 1966, the State Coal Mines Department issued 4 promotional labels with 2 different texts. My research, published in Captain COQK, recorded a census of 40 [now
42 - 27 label 1 & 11 label 2] - and usage mainly [38] between March 9, 1966 and July 7, 1967. These labels are printed on high gloss papet, self-adhesive, in red, black
and yellow. Three have horizontal format 56.5mm x 31,5mm and the other is vertical. They have roulette gauge 9% for separations. There are no printing details. The
archive of State Coal Mines, held in Wellington, has no information on any Coal Promotion strategy that may have involved these labels. My research shows that it is

probably that Label 1 and label 2 were printed together in 2 blocks of 5 rows.

Examining the usage of the labels: The majority are on large cut-outs from mail addressed to Mines Department in Wellington. Of Label 1 [yellow] I have 27
examples the label is on the envelope front in 24 and ALL mailed from Mines Department at Greymouth. Of label 2 [red] I have 11 examples on usage, all on the front
with 10 mailed from Greymouth. I have 3 examples of label 3 [not shown] all from Dunedin and 1 example of label 4 [not shown] from Auckland.

My conclusion is that labels 1 & 2 were used primarily by Mines Department at Greymouth and were possibly printed there.

OHMS envelope 4c postage with red Coal
Promotion label #2 cancelled
Greymouth 8 MAR 71 with

Coal Promotion label #1 on reverse
To Chief Inspector Coal Mines

Mines Department Greymouth with
4d stamp mailed
Greymouth 12 JAN 1967 to
Mines Department Wellington.
With yellow Coal Promotion label #1

One week before the Strongman
Mine Disaster

R o !
; | New Zeatand B8 ey 7pAlAND
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State Coal and New Zealand Railways

State Coal and New Zealand Railways [NZR] have always had a very close relationship by necessity. Both Mines and Railways have had Ministers in Cabinet.

The first mines in State ownership, Seddonville and Point Elizabeth and the Greymouth area mines Liverpool, James and Strongman were dependent on the railways for
transport to the Ports for shipping. In the Grey district the take over of other mines depended on rail transport. Once the Otira Tunnel was completed, the transport of
coal from the Greymouth Coalfield the had two railway options - to Greymouth or by coal trains to Lyttelton Port for export. Later mines may have used road transport

initially but eventually all was sent by rail.

State Coal Mines set up Coal Depots in various places in New Zealand from 1906, and regularly shipped
coal by Collier to them. A significant amount was for use on the Railway for Steam Trains but domestic
use was promoted.

The 1912 Report on State Coal-Mines [in exhibitor's library|

Point Elizabeth Colliery Seddonville Colliery

Depot 63,347 tons Depot 2,276 tons
NZR 34.349 tons 18.5% | NZR 20,347 tons 37.9%
Govt Dept 2,900 tons Govt Dept | 327 tons
Private/shipping 87,940 tons Private 30,749 tons

185,665 tons 53,669 tons

Combined 239,335 tons - NZR 54, 699 - 22.9%
Depot Quantity 27.4%

'.Enr::Usn e !
- State COaI
Ulltalnallle only. ﬁ@ STATE DEPOT,
E}; Telephnne 220-% 5 _ ~ LOWER CUBA ST

Wellington Tram Ticket
Coal Depot Promotion
c 1910

ONIAHDIIY N

NOT TRANSFERABLE.
Asailable for teip of issue only.
Must be shown on demand or
another fare paid. Issuedsub-
ject to the Tramways By-laws

Right: An "A" Class locomotive with Coal Train en-route to
Lyttelton" Photo dated 3 December 1966. the wagons are high-
sided "L" Class coal wagons

In 1983 a review was undertaken by Mines Division of Ministry of
Energy into the need for new markets for coal. Some 35,000 tons was
exported to Japan in 1980 via Lyttelton. It was planned to move up to

2,000,000 tons from the Grey District. That quantity was never
obtained but exports continued to overseas steel makers from the
State Mines.

Each coal train

Photo from "The West Coast Coal Route" NZ rail
Observer "Leaving Stillwater with an eastbound
coal train on 20 October 1988" Wagons are the
new aluminium wagons tare 15 tons + 42 tons of coal.

could transport 1000 tons.

At Lyttelton, it was stockpiled and moved by conveyor

to the ships



Greymouth Coalfield - The Last Post

Requiem - Commemoration - Dedication
To the Miners, their Families and their Townships

The Coal Chain is broken, the Mines are no more
No miners are digging, but they're no longer poor
The Wealth they created for Company and State
Left the West Coast but made Countty great

They powered the trains and industry too
For decades they worked to give then their due
But the cost of their labour their life and their limb
The memorials that stand are their suffering

Ross Marshall "Grey Coal Lament" 2022

Coulthard & Hall 1917

Robbery & Murder
Strongman Disaster

1967 - 19 dead
Dobson Mine Disaster

1926 - 9 dead

Memorial on the Flood Wall of Mawhera Quay

Greymouth [2013] [Centre above] for all miners killed

1869 - 1910 - 426 Deaths

Poor hardworking minets, their troubles are great
So often while working, they meet a sad fate
Killed by some accident, there's no one to tell
Their mining's all over, poor miner farewell

Only a miner, killed under the ground
Only a miner, but one more is gone
Only a miner, but one more is gone
Leaving his wife and three children alone
Tom Chestnut Lyrics "Only a Miner" 1928

In"Memory Of

20:7-1965 ~ 13:5:2
Union Organise

@\_epmu

QUI OHN MAY
10th N¢

Brunner Mine Disaster
1896 - 65 dead
Pike River Disaster
2010 - 29 dead
Spring Creek Mine
2007 - 3 dead

The Memorials are to Miners who have died
but there are many more who wete injured
and thousands of families affected

_—

The |JURCKAROTIBCRIBNON - loss of markets, dangerous mining and Climate Change. The Future of Coal Industry is Tourist GOLD

with conservation and education of Industrial Heritage This exhibit is part of that.
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